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Jubilant but divided The dominant story is the arrest of Mihrac Ural (Ali Kayali), chief
suspect in the 2013 Baniyas massacre, which triggered widespread celebrations among
Syrians, especially in coastal and Sunni communities, alongside calls for his execution and
skepticism about Turkish/Lebanese involvement claims. Netanyahu's disclosure of a secret
call with al-Sharaa during the Suwayda violence sparked anger and accusations of Israeli
electoral exploitation of Druze suffering, with Damascus firmly denying politicization.
Continued Israeli incursions in Daraa and Quneitra, the Jibsa gas pipeline attack in
Hasakah, coastal violence court verdicts, and routine economic/diplomatic news
(investment pledges, currency crackdown, Aleppo-Moscow flights) round out the coverage,
with public reaction ranging from religious gratitude and vindication to weary distrust of
both outlet narratives and foreign actors.

I 2. What people said 1 Contents

The day in numbers

Mostly Mostly 18 4,598 6
neutral neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

Transitional justice _ 22%
Economy and services _ 8%
Suwayda and the Druze - 4%
Israel and the south - 4%
Security and violence - 4%

North-east and the Kurdish question - 4%
International relations - 3%
Refugees and return . 1%

Society and daily life . 1%

The day's stories

1. Arrest of Baniyas massacre suspect Mihrac Ural sparks celebrations and calls for revenge Transitional
justice - People: strongly positive - Outlets: strongly positive - 36% of the discussion
Syrian intelligence announced the arrest of Ali Kayali, known as Mihrac Ural, main suspect in the 2013
Baniyas and al-Bayda massacres, while allegedly trying to flee across the border. Turkish media reported
coordination with Turkish intelligence over the 2013 Reyhanli bombing he is also wanted for, while
Lebanese reports suggested he was abducted from near Beirut, raising questions outlets have not
resolved.

2. Investment pledges continue: Eagle Hills, IMF reintegration, debt rescheduling Economy and services -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning positive - 7% of the discussion
Mohamed Alabbar of Eagle Hills announced plans for $16-17 billion in investments in Syria, while Syria's
Finance Ministry discussed returning to the IMF's Arab group and rescheduling debts with the Arab Fund
for Economic Development, alongside Aleppo-Moscow flight launches and food supply chain projects.

3. Ambush kills four security personnel in Hama countryside Security and violence - People: strongly negative -
Outlets: strongly negative - 7% of the discussion
An armed ambush targeting two security patrols in rural Hama killed four road-security personnel and
wounded others; funerals drew public mourning, with some outlets questioning whether ISIS or regime
remnants were responsible.

4. Netanyahu reveals call with al-Sharaa during Suwayda violence Suwayda and the Druze - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 7% of the discussion
Netanyahu disclosed a direct phone call with President al-Sharaa during the July 2025 Suwayda violence,
claiming it helped stop the killing of Druze, made during a Likud election event with Druze community
members. Damascus rejected politicizing the Druze issue and affirmed the community is part of the
national fabric, denying any coordination framing.

5. Four road security personnel killed in attack near Hama Security and violence - People: leaning negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 7% of the discussion
Funerals were held in Hama for four Internal Security Forces personnel killed in an armed attack on
patrols east of the province. State media and local reporting covered the burial ceremony and mourning.

6. SDF/Autonomous Administration integration debate and northeast tensions North-east and the Kurdish
question - People: leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 6% of the discussion
Ongoing debate continues over SDF-Damascus integration, Kurdish rights, the 'Arab Belt' land disputes,
and judicial dysfunction in Hasakah where judges have not yet begun hearing cases, alongside rhetoric
from Barzani, Talabani and Turkish-Kurdish commentary on Rojava's future.

7. Damascus accuses Israel of arming Druze militias in Suwayda Suwayda and the Druze - People: leaning negative
Outlets: leaning negative - 6% of the discussion
Syrian officials accuse Israel of funding and arming Druze militias in Suwayda amid reports of unidentified
helicopter flights over the province, fueling fears of fragmentation. Debate continues over Damascus's
handling of the aftermath of last year's Suwayda violence.

8. Continued Israeli incursions, strikes and overflights in Quneitra, Daraa and Damascus countryside
Israel and the south - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 5% of the discussion
Israeli forces conducted multiple incursions near Abidin village and the Yarmouk basin in western Daraa,
burning farm buildings and a house, firing on farmers, and searching homes, while also detonating
military bunkers near Bagasem and in Quneitra's al-Kawm. Syria's UN envoy condemned the violations
and demanded Israeli withdrawal from the occupied Golan.

9. Debate over Syrian refugee status and deportations from Germany Refugees and return - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 5% of the discussion
A German news segment on the small percentage of Syrians who have returned sparked heated debate
about deportations, integration failures, and whether protection status should be withdrawn now that
Assad has fallen.

10. Military court issues verdicts in March 2025 coastal violence case Transitional justice - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 5% of the discussion
Aleppo's military criminal court issued death sentences for two defendants and prison terms for others
involved in the March 2025 coastal violence, with two acquittals. Officials framed it as a milestone for rule
of law and accountability, while some analysts questioned fair trial guarantees.

11. Jibsa gas pipeline attack in Hasakah sparks fire, disrupts supply Economy and services - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 4% of the discussion
The Jibsa gas export pipeline in the Arabidi area near Shaddadi, Hasakah countryside, was attacked,
causing a fire; Syrian Petroleum Company teams isolated the area and shut valves, saying power stations
would be supplied via alternative means without disruption.

12. Houthi attacks on King Khalid Airport in Riyadh and other Saudi/Yemeni targets International relations -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning negative - 4% of the discussion
The Saudi-led coalition reported intercepting Houthi drones and cruise missiles targeting Saudi airports
(King Khalid, Abha, Khamis Mushait) and announced retaliatory strikes on Houthi positions in Sanaa, with
casualties reported at the airports and a separate Houthi attack on the presidential palace in Aden.

13. Viral emotional reunions of returning Syrian expatriates with family Refugees and return - People: leaning
positive - Outlets: leaning positive - 3% of the discussion
Videos showing Syrians reuniting with family after 14 years of separation went viral, drawing strong
emotional engagement from viewers across the Arab world.

14. Arrest of Baniyas massacre suspect Mihrac Ural Transitional justice - People: leaning positive - Outlets: leaning
positive - 3% of the discussion
Syria's General Intelligence Service announced the arrest of Ali Kayali, known as Mihrac Ural, the main
suspect in the 2013 Baniyas massacre, as he tried to flee across the border. The arrest was widely
reported across official, independent and regional outlets.

15. Central bank starts legal action against unlicensed currency exchange operators Economy and services -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
Syria's central bank announced the end of a warning period and the start of legal enforcement against
unlicensed currency exchange and money-transfer operators starting October 18, amid reported partial
improvement in the lira's exchange rate.

16. Everyday insecurity: shootings, robberies and killings in Deir ez-Zor and Hasakah Security and violence -
Outlets: leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
Several violent incidents were reported including an armed robbery shooting in Deir ez-Zor, the killing of a
security member in Hasakah, and a man shot dead near Hasakah's Ghwayran neighborhood, reflecting
ongoing lawlessness in the east.

17. Russia finalizes future of its Syrian bases as Assad asylum stays final International relations - People: mostly
neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Georgy Borisenko said Moscow expects to sign agreements on the future
of its Hmeimim and Tartus bases by year's end, while reaffirming that Assad's political asylum is final and
irreversible, and praising the Damascus government's progress on stability.

18. Agreement to integrate Turkish university branches in northern Syria North-east and the Kurdish question -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
Syria and Turkey signed a memorandum transferring higher education institutions in northern Syria,
including in Afrin, Azaz, and al-Bab, into the Aleppo University system, alongside a proposed joint
international university in Damascus.
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