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Divided The dominant story is the arrest of Mihrac Ural (Ali Kayali), with state media and
much of the public celebrating while Lebanese sources dispute the circumstances of his
capture. Israeli incursions into Quneitra and Daraa continue to draw outrage, and
Netanyahu's claim of a call with al-Sharaa during the Suwayda crisis sparked mockery and
rejection. Economic diplomacy (IMF, Gulf funding, debt talks) and security operations
(captagon bust, foiled ISIS plot) dominate outlet coverage, while public discourse online is
fragmented across sports, humor, diaspora debates and unrelated viral content (notably
‘Damascus goats').
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The day in numbers

Mostly Mostly 13 4,045 5
neutral neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

Transitional justice _ 20%
Suwayda and the Druze _ 7%
North-east and the Kurdish question _ 6%
Israel and the south - 4%
Economy and services - 4%

Security and violence - 3%
International relations . 2%

Governance and the new state l 0%

The day's stories

1. Arrest of Baniyas massacre suspect Mihrac Ural sparks celebrations and dispute over circumstances
Transitional justice - People: leaning positive - Outlets: leaning positive - 26% of the discussion
Syrian authorities announced the arrest of Mihrac Ural (Ali Kayali), accused of leading the 2013 Baniyas
massacres. State and independent media reported celebrations in Baniyas and Damascus, while
Lebanese security sources and outlets said he was taken from Lebanon without coordination, raising
questions about whether it was an abduction.

2. Netanyahu reveals call with al-Sharaa during Suwayda violence Suwayda and the Druze - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 12% of the discussion
Netanyahu claimed a phone call with President al-Sharaa in July 2025 helped stop attacks on Druze
during Suwayda violence, a claim Damascus rejected as attempted politicization of the Druze issue amid
Israeli election season.

3. SDF/Autonomous Administration integration debate and EU support for new constitution North-east and
the Kurdish question - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 9% of the discussion
The EU reaffirmed support for north-east integration and a new constitution during a UN Security Council
session, while Kurdish-language outlets covered related topics including Ghweiran demonstrations over
weapons control, land/property disputes, and tensions over Turkish-linked youth incidents in Hasakah.

4. Continued Israeli incursions, strikes and overflights in Quneitra and Daraa Israel and the south - People:
strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 5% of the discussion
Israeli forces repeatedly entered rural Quneitra with military vehicles, fired at shepherds killing livestock,
and conducted reconnaissance flights over Daraa, drawing condemnation from Syrian officials, UN envoys
and local protests in Qatana.

5. Investment, IMF reintegration and financial diplomacy continue Economy and services - People: leaning negative
- Outlets: leaning positive - 3% of the discussion
Syria's Finance Ministry held talks with the IMF, Kuwaiti and Qatari funds, Italian and Japanese financial
institutions, and announced Syria's return to the Arab IMF group, alongside UN speeches emphasizing
converting political gains into economic achievements.

6. Energy infrastructure attacks and fuel scandals persist Economy and services - People: strongly negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 3% of the discussion
Attacks on gas pipelines (Jbessa, Baniyas-Homs) continue alongside the discovery of an adulterated olive
oil and gasoline factory in Raqqga and Aleppo, amid reports of fuel shortages in Deir ez-Zor.

7. Houthi attacks on Saudi airports and shipping escalate regional tension International relations - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion
Houthi drone and missile attacks on Saudi airports (King Khalid, Abha) killed and injured dozens,
prompting UN Security Council condemnation and Syrian solidarity statements with Riyadh. Saudi-led
coalition reported strikes against Houthi forces in response.

8. Anti-narcotics department busts Captagon smuggling network from Lebanon Security and violence - People:
mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning positive - 2% of the discussion
Syrian authorities announced dismantling an international drug smuggling network bringing Captagon
from Lebanon into Rural Damascus, seizing 91,000 pills and arresting three suspects.

9. Everyday insecurity: shootings, robberies, traffic accidents and child deaths across Syria Security and
violence - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
Reports continue of everyday violence and accidents: a child's body recovered from a well in Hreitan, a
young man shot during an attempted motorcycle robbery near Deir ez-Zor, a 14-child/woman death toll
over two weeks from mines and shootings, plus routine civil defense statistics on traffic accidents and
fires.

10. Debate over justice for March 2025 coastal violence and sectarian grievances Transitional justice - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
Independent outlets highlighted uneven sentencing and unresolved questions around accountability for
the March 2025 coastal violence affecting Alawite communities, alongside transitional justice efforts
addressing Assad-era crimes like the Tadmor prison testimonies.

11. Heavy gunfire and explosions near Qudsaya attributed to military drills Security and violence - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
Reports of heavy gunfire and explosions near Qudsaya and al-Hama in Rural Damascus, along with
unidentified drones, prompted alarm before state TV attributed the sounds to army military exercises.

12. ISIS cell plot against police patrol in Rural Damascus foiled Security and violence - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: leaning positive - 1% of the discussion
Syrian intelligence and internal security forces announced foiling an ISIS-linked plot to attack a police
patrol in Rural Damascus, arresting two suspects and seizing an explosive device.

13. Protests continue against property expropriation law Governance and the new state - People: strongly negative -
Outlets: leaning negative - 1% of the discussion
Residents affected by Syria's expropriation law held protests in Damascus neighborhoods (Jobar, Sabora)
demanding compensation and reversal of decades-old land seizures, sending appeals directly to
President al-Sharaa.
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