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Anxious Coverage centered on the Rankous anti-ISIS raid, continuing Israeli incursions
and the killing of a disabled man in Daraa, diplomatic flurry (Jordan, UAE, US envoy), and a
Daraa drug-smuggling bust. Public reaction mixed anger at Israeli strikes with mockery of
government claims about ISIS operations and cynicism about daily hardships like fuel and
electricity shortages. Many Arabic commenters expressed religious sentiment and fatalism,
while Kurdish and English posts highlighted Kurdish education and north-east grievances
separately.
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The day in numbers

Leaning Mostly 14 5,694 7
negative neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

Society and daily life _ 15%
Israel and the south _ 9%

International relations _ 7%

Security and violence _ 6%

North-east and the Kurdish question _ 4%
Economy and services - 2%
Transitional justice . 1%
Suwayda and the Druze . 1%
Governance and the new state l 0%

Coast and Alawite communities | 0%

The day's stories

1. Sarout chants controversy ignites nationwide anger and sectarian blame Society and daily life - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 29% of the discussion
Insults against the late icon of the Syrian revolution Abdul Baset Sarout, reportedly chanted alongside
praise of singer Omar al-Souma, sparked widespread public anger. Justice Minister Mazhar al-Weis
condemned the insults as a moral crime inciting sedition, and pledged accountability for those involved.

2. Internal Security kills two officers in Rankous anti-ISIS raid Security and violence - People: leaning negative -
Outlets: leaning negative - 13% of the discussion
Syrian Internal Security Forces, with General Intelligence, raided an ISIS cell in Rankous, Damascus
countryside, on 22 October. Two officers were killed and five wounded; five militants died and several
were arrested with weapons and explosive belts seized. Officials framed it as part of an ongoing anti-ISIS
campaign.

3. Israeli forces kill disabled man in Daraa, incursions continue in Quneitra Israel and the south - People: strongly
negative - Outlets: strongly negative - 13% of the discussion
Israeli forces shot dead a young man with a disability in the village of Jamla, western Daraa, during an
overnight raid on 22 October. Israeli troops also demolished an abandoned house in Hamidiya, Quneitra,
and conducted patrols, searches and a temporary checkpoint. Syria's foreign ministry condemned the
killing and UN deputy envoy Claudio Cordone called it a violation of sovereignty.

4. North-east integration talks and Kurdish-language education grievances continue North-east and the
Kurdish question - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 9% of the discussion
A children's event in Tal Tamr protested restrictions on Kurdish-language education and demanded
constitutional recognition, while Hasakah's governor met finance and education ministers on integrating
institutions. A UN rapporteur warned returning Kurdish families in Afrin still lack healthcare and
infrastructure.

5. Turkey reaffirms troops will stay in Syria and Iraq until border security achieved International relations -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 8% of the discussion
Turkish Defense Minister Yasar Guler said Turkish troops will remain in Syria and Iraq until border security
is ensured, with no withdrawal timetable set. Erdogan separately confirmed his first post-Assad visit to
Damascus is planned but undated, and praised the capture of Mihrac Ural.

6. Syria-Jordan talks in Agaba and US envoy meeting in Damascus International relations - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: leaning positive - 5% of the discussion
Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani met Jordan's King Abdullah II and FM Ayman Safadi in Agaba
on 22 October, discussing the Supreme Coordination Council session set for 8-9 November in Damascus.
Separately, US envoy Tom Barrack met President al-Sharaa in Damascus. Both sides emphasized
cooperation on energy, water, transport and food security while condemning Israeli attacks.

7. Fuel shortages and electricity sabotage continue to strain Syrians Economy and services - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 3% of the discussion
Theft and sabotage of power lines near Homs caused fires and blackouts across several areas on 22
October, per the Syrian Electricity Company. Meanwhile Aleppo faced diesel shortages with officials
promising improvement within 48 hours after Aramco shipments arrived. Public commenters voiced
frustration over daily price rises and unreliable services.

8. Israeli fighter jets cross Syrian and Iraqi airspace toward Iran Israel and the south - People: leaning negative -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 3% of the discussion
Dozens of Israeli fighter jets reportedly flew low over western rural Damascus and crossed Syrian and
Iraqgi airspace on a mission near Iran around 19-22 October. Social media users mocked the lack of Syrian
or Iraqi air defense response, with heated debate over sovereignty and regional alliances.

9. Houthi attack on Saudi King Fahd Airport draws Syrian condemnation International relations - People: mostly
neutral - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion
A Houthi attack on Saudi Arabia's King Fahd International Airport in Dammam killed one or two people
and injured several others on 22 October. Syria's foreign ministry strongly condemned the attack and
expressed solidarity with Riyadh. The Saudi-led coalition also reported intercepting multiple drones and
missiles targeting Najran, Riyadh and Medina.

10. Fourth Criminal Court details transitional justice process, Assad case to Interpol Transitional justice -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
The head of Damascus's Fourth Criminal Court, Judge Fakhreddine al-Uryan, said on 22 October that
Bashar al-Assad was convicted based on evidence of direct command responsibility. Syria has sent court
rulings against Assad and his brother Maher to Interpol, though Russia's refusal to extradite Assad
remains an obstacle. Rights groups and civil society call for transparency in ongoing trials.

11. Daraa anti-narcotics operation foils balloon drug smuggling to Jordan Security and violence - Outlets: leaning
positive - 2% of the discussion
Syria's anti-narcotics administration foiled a major smuggling attempt in Daraa on 22 October, seizing
641,000 narcotic pills, 29 helium cylinders and balloons prepared to send the shipment toward Jordan.
Officials say the operation followed days of surveillance, with investigations ongoing to identify those
involved.

12. Suwayda tensions persist amid National Guard arrests and calls against incitement Suwayda and the Druze
- Outlets: leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
Security forces arrested Samah Azzam, a member of the Hikmat al-Hijri-aligned National Guard, near the
Suwayda-Daraa boundary as his group tried to approach an Internal Security post. Suwayda's governor
and a parliament member accused armed groups of exploiting unfulfilled promises to undermine stability,
while warning media against sectarian incitement.

13. Syrian journalist detained and questioned by Internal Security in Ragqga Governance and the new state
People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 1% of the discussion
The Syrian Journalists Association reported that journalist Ammar al-Hamidi was summoned and
questioned for hours at Internal Security headquarters in Raqqa, with his phone searched. The incident,
alongside a Google News item on hate speech, fuels debate over press freedom limits under the new
government.

14. Mihrac Ural (Ali Kayali) captured in joint Syrian-Turkish intelligence operation Coast and Alawite communities
- People: mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning positive - 1% of the discussion
Turkish President Erdogan praised Syrian and Turkish intelligence for capturing Mihrac Ural, accused of
responsibility for the Banyas and Reyhanli massacres. Erdogan called it the start of a reckoning for
perpetrators of violence against Syrians. The news drew celebratory and skeptical reactions in Arabic-
language comments.
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Daraa killing, Rankous raid dominate as Syrians rage over Sarout

In short: International and Syrian outlets converged on an Israeli raid in Jamla village,
western Daraa, that killed a civilian with a disability, and on a security operation against an
Islamic State cell in Rankous, rural Damascus, while governance coverage tracked
diplomacy with Jordan, Qatar and transitional justice steps. Dozens of outlets, from SANA
to Al Jazeera, Anadolu Ajansi and Middle East Eye, repeated near-identical accounts of the
Daraa killing, underlining its prominence versus more sparsely covered economic stories.
Ordinary Syrians, however, were far more consumed by outrage over chants mocking the
icon Abdul Baset al-Sarout at a Damascus basketball match, a story barely touched by the
media sample reviewed.

Security

Multiple outlets, including state-run SANA, independent Syria TV, Enab Baladi and
international wires such as Turkish state-run Anadolu Ajansi and Middle East Eye, reported
that Israeli forces killed a young man with a disability during a raid on Jamla village in
western Daraa, with snipers deployed on rooftops; Syria's foreign ministry condemned the
killing as a crime. Separate incursions were reported in Quneitra, including into the village
of Tranja, with Syria TV and Middle East Eye noting house searches, the demolition of an
abandoned home, the abduction of a young man and the blocking of a UNDOF patrol. On
the counter-terrorism front, SANA, Syria TV and Al-Watan Online reported an internal
security operation targeting an ISIS cell in Rankous, rural Damascus, with Anadolu Ajansi
and The National reporting two Syrian security personnel killed and five injured. The pro-
Israel-leaning Washington Institute think tank argued an emboldened Iran could trigger an
Islamic State resurgence, while the ICRC renewed calls to repatriate children and young
adults from camps and prisons in north-east Syria and Iraq. SANA also reported authorities
foiled an attempt to smuggle 641,000 narcotic pills into Jordan, and Hawar News said the
Lebanese army thwarted a weapons-smuggling attempt from Syria.

Economy

Syrian outlets reported continued economic restructuring moves: Al-Watan Online
reported a presidential decree appointing a new head of the Syrian Petroleum Company
following a fuel crisis and waste allegations, while Syria TV described an Aleppo diesel
crisis with empty stations and street vendors selling fuel. Al-Watan Online and Enab Baladi
covered the Syrian Sovereign Fund's pledge to review assets and oversight and present
findings publicly within 90 days, as reported also by Syria TV. Independent The Syrian
Observer investigated who may be withholding billions of dollars in liquidity from the
economy, and Enab Baladi analyzed what changes as Syria rejoins the IMF's Arab group.
Other items noted German-state-run FAZ reporting new Iragi oil pipelines toward Ceyhan
and Baniyas, Enab Baladi reporting Mastercard's new digital payments gateway, and SANA
and Al-Watan Online covering German investment talks and a Qatari firm's road contracts.

Governance

Diplomacy featured heavily: state-run SANA and Syria TV reported Foreign Minister al-
Shaibani meeting Jordan's king and affirming the Sweida roadmap while rejecting Israeli
attacks, also covered by The Syrian Observer and North Press, an outlet affiliated with the
Kurdish-led administration. SANA reported Qatar and France's readiness to support
stability and recovery, and SANA reported talks with Japan. On transitional justice, Enab
Baladi cited an official saying 61 cases are under review, Syria TV reported in-absentia
Assad-brothers verdicts sent to Interpol, and Syria TV relayed concerns raised by the
Syrian Network for Human Rights, an independent rights monitor, over trials of former
regime figures; Arab News separately reported experts saying Syria faces hurdles building
a reparations system. Zaman al-Wasl, an independent outlet, reported a journalist was
summoned, interrogated and had his phone searched by internal security in Ragga, while
Hawar News reported concerns that reduced Kurdish-language education is hurting
students' performance. The Sarout controversy also reached governance coverage, with
Syria TV and Al-Modon reporting the justice minister calling insults to his symbolism a
"moral crime."

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians' top concern by far, the Sarout chants controversy drawing up to 39% of
posts with strongly negative tone, was only lightly echoed in media coverage via the justice
minister's comments, with no outlet covering the underlying basketball-match incident or
the sectarian blame it triggered. The Daraa killing and Rankous operation that dominated
media coverage also ranked high among Syrians' own discussions, though posts showed
mockery and suspicion that the Rankous raid was staged, a skeptical angle largely absent
from official and media accounts. Syrians also discussed Israeli fighter jets crossing Syrian
airspace toward Iran, Turkish troop presence, and fuel and currency pressures, themes
that received comparatively less dedicated media attention than diplomatic and
reconstruction stories. Kurdish-language posts raised distinct concerns about returnee
conditions in Ras al-Ain and constitutional recognition that did not surface prominently in
the broader media sample reviewed.

- Full page with sources
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Reports and articles drawn on (42)

e Al Jazeera: Israeli forces kill disabled man in southern Syria raid, state media says

e LLw: Syria condemns Israeli occupation killing of disabled young man in western Daraa

e Al-Watan Online: §@&ws W p ousS) § 6= Gl Lo el bils w6 daSid dylac

e Anadolu Ajansi: 2 Syrian security personnel killed, 5 injured in operation targeting terrorist cell

e ICRC: Yesterday’s children: now is the time to repatriate the children — and the young people who have “aged out” of childhood - in the camps
and prisons of north-east Syria and Iraq

e The Washington Institute: An Emboldened Iran Could Trigger an IS Comeback

o SyriaTV: sagidll Ly deiph &8 § il JUlisW ayar Jégi

o Middle East Eye: Israeli forces advance into village in Syria’s Quneitra

o Hawar News: Lyge (30 5539 dselaad Gy sy Glisll Gl

e Al-Watan Online: joJl @l rig ool dojl aey 7 Jgpinl dyjgedl” Goly Gle crasd] jolo ..@uljJ Pouwya

o Syria TV: &)lgadl & 3989l geun delig d8)ld wliame ..cul> § wojlall dajl

¢ Al-Watan Online: gllol dbgpiv 408 .. Qleill Gorio

e Anadolu Ajansi: Israeli forces deploy snipers on rooftops, open fire in southern Syria

o Middle East Eye: Israeli troops shoot dead man with disabilities in Syria's Daraa

o SyriaTV: leys () § JWis¥l yoloy doldl wl=lis¥l 595 (o wls Jige

e Enab Baladi: lejs @Jgdi:gsdﬂ_s Bl Jidy Ll roil Giasdl

o SANA: G ciyp GuoS 8l & "Giels” wabait) duls O dytel dyloc

o Syria TV: §éwd «p wesS) a_ua_(g " ohels” ubiil) doyls duls B dyiel dilac

e The National: Two Syrian security personnel killed in anti-ISIS raid

e UlLw: Syria foils attempt to smuggle 641,000 narcotic pills into Jordan

e Enab Baladi: plell gSU' alal Lmybg 8)lg Jgolll demlyay =i " Gygandl (oLl

e Syria TV: Logy 90 Juls il ciilelg dilaliily dlgof deslye sy " Sygedl Gl

e The Syrian Observer: Where Has the Liquidity Gone? Who Is Withholding Billions from the Syrian Economy?
e Enab Baladi: Syria Returns to IMF’s Arab Group: What Changes Economically? - Enab Baladi
e FAZ: Irak baut neue Olpipelines nach Ceyhan und Baniyas

e Enab Baladi: L;,Jg,.”gadaé)]l wlegdaall dilg Glas ” ) Sywle”

o SANA: gslaibdl gleilly wljlaticXl jjes Glisus LilaJig bjgeu

o Al-Watan Online: & dadll " pl=Jl* J] lodgde sliw] ds dyjSyall @)l Juob &)l Gilb)

o UlLw: Syria, Jordan stress territorial integrity, reject Israeli attacks on southern Syria

o Syria TV: ddusljwl wlelaieXl (49,59 claugel &b a‘.bjl;skg 0ol bl

e The Syrian Observer: Shibani Meets King Abdallah, Reaffirms Commitment to Suweida Roadmap, Condemns Israeli Strikes in Southern Syria
e North Press: North press agency — dwell dude @ L_;L.MMJI UQ_I.lJ ool ells

e ULu: Qatar, France ready to support Syria’s stability and economic recovery

e LLw: Syria, Japan discuss expanding political and economic cooperation

e Enab Baladi: QJ%QQ&UXIHIMIJWMBBBLQMM :obyell

o Syria TV: Jousdl J] Jeosd dulisdl aeull J0lag L creaymall alS tdayl)l bzl

e Syria TV: &glsall alail joa) wlaSla Lle wilbhslla duoyi &gl duil]

o Arab News: Syria faces hurdles in setting up reparations system for abuse victims, experts say
e Zaman al-Wasl: 49, l=lal el 80 g @ilo iuidig Gubmxillg cleaiwll oyl Garasdl jlae Lomuall
e Hawar News: "oibginag Qlbll Juomd § f& &8l dallly paleill s

e Syria TV: woludl &j0y) cateall dlsay a2y Jasdl g .. "B day "

o Oaall: "d8UsT dayym" gLl sl 1Siged! Jasl pjo

Written automatically by an AI model from the titles and short summaries of the reports,
which are linked. It describes what the sources say, not what is true. From Syrian outlets
only investigations, in-depth reports, analysis and official statements are used, and
paywalled outlets are missing: this is not the whole picture.

Analysis generated automatically by an AI model from public posts. It describes what is
being said, not what is true. Individuals are never named, quoted or linked.
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