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I 1. The day at a glance t Contents

Frustrated Coverage this period centers on Israeli incursions and detentions in Quneitra
and Daraa that triggered nationwide protests, a deepening fuel crisis across Syrian cities,
and continued tension over the Suwayda-Damascus highway blockade. Outlets largely
frame protests as national unity against Israeli aggression, while ordinary Syrians mix
anger at occupation with sharp frustration over fuel shortages, crime and daily hardship.
Kurdish-language outlets and commenters continue to press for constitutional language
rights separately from Arabic-language nationalist framing. A security operation in Rankous
against an alleged ISIS cell and a deadly church attack in Karak, Jordan also drew heavy
reaction.
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The day in numbers

Leaning Mostly 12 3,675 5
negative neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

Israel and the south _ 24%
Security and violence - 4%

Economy and services - 4%

Suwayda and the Druze - 3%

International relations . 2%
North-east and the Kurdish question . 1%

Transitional justice l 0%

The day's stories

1. Israeli incursions and detentions spark nationwide protests Israel and the south - People: strongly negative -
Outlets: leaning negative - 43% of the discussion
Israeli forces staged repeated incursions into Quneitra and Daraa countryside on 24 October, detaining
three shepherds in Jebata al-Khashab before releasing them (keeping the sheep initially), and a cluster
munition killed a young shepherd near Quneitra. Outlets report protests in Damascus, Latakia, Aleppo and
Daraa condemning the raids, with Syria's Justice Minister calling them a 'national and legal' response.
Amnesty International urged accountability for Israeli strikes.

2. Suwayda-Damascus highway blocked; Barrack-Hijri rift deepens Suwayda and the Druze - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 10% of the discussion
Druze 'National Guard' factions loyal to Sheikh Hikmat al-Hijri blocked the Suwayda-Damascus highway at
the Umm al-Zaytoun checkpoint, stopping civilians and students, while government media accused
‘outlaw groups' of causing chaos. US envoy Tom Barrack accused an unnamed Druze sheikh of exploiting
US backing to persecute community members and alleged Captagon funds local armed actors; al-Hijri
rejected the claim, saying his legitimacy does not come from Washington.

3. Rankous security operation stirs controversy over ISIS claims Security and violence - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: leaning negative - 8% of the discussion
Syrian Interior Ministry forces raided an alleged ISIS cell in Rankous near Damascus, Killing five suspects,
arresting six, and losing two officers with five wounded. A local figure known as 'al-Tali' publicly denied
involvement with the operation, prompting independent outlet Enab Baladi to report the denial. The
episode remains contested over who was actually targeted.

4. Israeli fighter jets cross Syrian and Iraqi airspace toward Iran Israel and the south - People: leaning negative -
Outlets: leaning negative - 7% of the discussion
Reports circulated of Israeli aircraft drilling or crossing through Syrian and Iraqi airspace amid tensions
with Iran, with US envoy Barrack saying a US strike on Iran this weekend was 'absolutely' possible.
Turkish outlets and analysts warned Israeli regional expansion threatens Turkey's national security and
risks keeping Syria weak.

5. Fuel shortages and cost-of-living strain deepen Economy and services - People: strongly negative - Outlets: strongly
negative - 6% of the discussion
Diesel shortages continued for a fifth day in Idlib, a third week in Aleppo, and hit Latakia transport
workers, causing long queues and disrupted bakeries, farming and transport, according to SANA and
independent outlets. Saudi diesel shipments have begun arriving, but residents report persistent
shortages and suspect profiteering. Public anger focuses on absent officials and accusations the
government is failing basic services.

6. Kurdish communities press for constitutional language rights North-east and the Kurdish question - People:
mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
Kurdish-run outlet ANHA (Hawar) reported Kurdish women intellectuals calling for official recognition of
the Kurdish language in Syria's constitution alongside other components' languages, framing it as core to
identity. Separately, North Press covered warnings that Syria 'could lose a century without guaranteed
rights,' and concerns over preserving university autonomy in Rojava and Kobani.

7. US envoy Barrack comments on Druze, Captagon and Israel talks Israel and the south - People: leaning negative
- Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion
US special envoy Tom Barrack said Washington does not support Druze leader Hikmat al-Hajri, calling
Suwayda a global Captagon manufacturing hub, and said Syria has shown patience to avoid wider
escalation with Israel. He claimed understanding with Israel remains possible and praised President al-
Sharaa's progress. Comments drew sharp reactions from Druze and other Syrians.

8. Deadly shooting at church in Karak, Jordan International relations - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning
negative - 2% of the discussion
A shooting attack on a church in Jordan's Karak province killed nine people and wounded dozens on 23
October, prompting Jordanian mourning and investigations. Syrian state media and others reported
international condemnations and solidarity with Jordan, while some public commenters speculated about
motives, including one post linking it to Israeli plans, without evidence.

9. Turkish-Syrian naval cooperation roadmap advances in Latakia International relations - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: leaning positive - 2% of the discussion
Turkey's Defense Ministry announced a roadmap agreed with Syria to strengthen Syrian naval capabilities,
including ship maintenance, new vessel construction and port infrastructure, following a Turkish military
delegation's visit to Latakia. Syria's postal authority separately took over former Turkish PTT offices in
Aleppo, Raqga and Hasakah countryside, continuing a wider pattern of bilateral coordination.

10. Barrack: Syria-Israel understanding still possible, US not security guarantor international relations - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
US envoy Tom Barrack said in interviews that Syria and Israel could reach an understanding after five
rounds of talks, warned a strike on Iran was possible, and said the US is no longer the Middle East's
security guarantor. He urged Syria to remain patient amid Israeli incursions to avoid wider escalation.

11. Damascus court sentences Assad to death, Interpol request filed Transitional justice - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 0% of the discussion
A Damascus criminal court sentenced former president Bashar al-Assad to death over crimes against
Syrians, and Syria filed an Interpol request for Assad and his brother. The rulings mark a step in
transitional justice efforts against former regime figures.

12. Lebanese army intercepts weapons smuggled from Syria Security and violence - Outlets: mostly neutral - 0% of the
discussion
The Lebanese army said it foiled an attempt to smuggle weapons and ammunition across the Syrian
border, arresting five wanted individuals in Akkar and Arsal. The incident highlights ongoing concerns
about cross-border arms trafficking amid regional tensions.
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Israeli raid death sparks protests; Sweida road blocked again

In short: Protests spread across Syria after Israeli forces killed a man with Down syndrome
in Daraa countryside, with outlets from Al Jazeera to The Jerusalem Post covering the
backlash. Armed Druze factions kept the Sweida-Damascus highway closed as US envoy
Tom Barrack accused Sheikh al-Hijri of exploiting perceived American and Israeli backing,
drawing an angry response from al-Hijri reported by Enab Baladi. Economic reporting
focused on diesel shortages in Aleppo and Idlib and Syria's efforts to exit the FATF grey list.

Security

Multiple outlets, including Al Jazeera, Middle East Eye and Arab News, reported protests
across Syrian provinces after Israeli forces killed a disabled man near the occupied Golan
Heights, with Asharg Al-Awsat and The Jerusalem Post also covering the incident. Syria
formally appealed to the UN for protection against Israeli attacks, according to Arab News,
while a UN official cited by North Press, an outlet affiliated with the Kurdish-led
Autonomous Administration, said Israel carried out unlawful destruction of civilian
property. The independent Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported 37 killed in
unexplained arms depot explosions, alongside separate reports on Israeli damage to
southern farmland, war remnants killing or injuring 11 children since October, and alleged
abuses against Alawite women. State-run SANA and independent Enab Baladi both
reported continuing Israeli incursions, detentions and a landmine death in Quneitra. The
Sweida-Damascus highway remained closed, with SANA, Arab News and Israeli outlet Ynet
all describing the closure by groups variously termed "outlaws" or, per The New Arab, a
"National Guard" militia tied to Sheikh al-Hijri. The independent Syrian Dialogue Center
analysed a separate security operation in Rankous as a test of the balance between rights
and security practice, while Al-Quds al-Arabi reported residents demanding evidence over
seven deaths there.

Economy

Economic coverage focused on hardship and reform. SANA, the Syrian state news agency,
reported a diesel shortage affecting livelihoods in Aleppo and Idlib, while Syria TV, an
independent outlet, described low wages and high rents straining Aleppo residents. Enab
Baladi reported the central bank governor's promise that Syria will soon exit the FATF grey
list, and the same outlet described a new labour force survey aimed at reintegrating Syria
into international statistics. Zaman al-Wasl reported poor Aleppo residents demanding
restoration of a displaced market, while Al-Modon questioned whether the sovereign
fund's role in Hama amounted to administration or quiet expropriation, a claim Syria TV
said the fund denied regarding a separate settlement. Hawar News, affiliated with the
Kurdish-led administration, examined the troubled finances of the Agricultural Cooperative
Bank, and SANA reported talks on a Saudi-backed food security megaproject.

Governance

Governance coverage centered on the Barrack-al-Hijri dispute and Syria-Israel diplomacy.
Enab Baladi, Al-Araby Al-Jadeed, a pan-Arab outlet, and Middle East Eye all reported US
envoy Tom Barrack's claim that a "Druze sheikh" misleads people about American backing
and that Sweida "lives off" the Captagon trade, while saying a Syria-Israel understanding
remains possible; North Press carried a similar account. Al-Hijri responded angrily, saying
his movement does not derive legitimacy from Washington, per Enab Baladi. The New Arab
examined minority protection as a test for Syria's new political order. Al-Araby Al-Jadeed
analysed Syria's shift from revolutionary to constitutional legitimacy, and the same outlet
separately described attempts to extradite Bashar and Maher al-Assad as a milestone for
transitional justice. SANA reported Syria's accession to the Mecca anti-corruption
agreement, and Halab Today said Syria announced it had turned the page on the former
regime's legacy regarding nuclear obligations. Locally, Syria TV reported Jobar residents
blocking a Damascus ring road to protest reconstruction offers, and Kurdpress reported a
Kurdish movement calling for free political party activity.

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians' anger over the Daraa killing, up to 51% of posts with tone sharply
negative, closely matched the heavy media coverage of protests, though people's
comments added sharper edges, including calls for armed resistance and open blame of
the transitional leadership, that outlets did not report. The Rankous raid drew far less
public attention (up to 10%) than the extensive media scrutiny suggested, though people's
skepticism about the official ISIS narrative echoed questions raised by Al-Quds al-Arabi
and the Syrian Dialogue Center. Diesel shortages drew strong public anger, with
commenters mocking officials and sarcastically thanking Gulf states, a bitterness sharper
than the more neutral tone of SANA's reporting. The Sweida-Barrack dispute split public
opinion between backing the "outlaw" framing and skepticism of Barrack's accusations,
mirroring the media's divided sourcing. Notably, Kurdish communities' demands over
language rights amid curriculum cuts, and Israeli jets reportedly crossing Syrian airspace
toward Iran, were prominent in people's own discussions but largely absent from the day's
media coverage.

- Full page with sources
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Reports and articles drawn on (34)

o Al Jazeera: Syrians protest Israel’s incursions near occupied Golan Heights

e The Jerusalem Post: Protests spread across Syria after disabled man dies in Israeli raid on village

e Middle East Eye: Protest rallies held in Syria against repeated Israeli incursions, attacks

e Arab News: Syria urges UN for protection against Israeli attacks
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e Arab News: Syria urges international protection against Israeli attacks at UN

o lui¥l God=d (Gyoull duoyall: Arms depot explosions in Syria | 37 killed as investigations, weapons and losses remain unclear
o North Press: North press agency — bg«w @ dgde wlliaa) L}gjléh.éTn.a_\i @385 Judl ] duaol dgfune

e LLw: Outlaw groups completely close Sweida-Damascus highway

e Arab News: Armed groups close Sweida-Damascus highway as US envoy voices concern
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e The New Arab: Hijri’s 'National Guard’ militia closes Suweida-Damascus highway
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e LlLu: Protest in Daraa rejects Israeli incursions and affirms Syria’s territorial unity

e Enab Baladi: Israel Detains Three in Quneitra; Landmine Kills Young Man - Enab Baladi
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e LLu: Syrian Investment Authority, Saudi Ambassador explore joint food security megaproject
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e Middle East Eye: US envoy accuses Druze sheikh of using its backing to persecute other members of the community
o North Press: North press agency — (iKan Jls ¥ Jdlpelg bygw oo poles ] Juogdl 1 dl)L

e The New Arab: Protecting minorities: A test for Syria’s new political order
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e LLu: Syria’s Accession to Mecca anti-corruption agreement boosts national legal framework
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e Lup3)St The New Kurdish Movement of Syria calls for ensuring the free activity of political parties in Syria
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