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1. The day at a glance

Frustrated Flash floods dominate the news cycle, killing several people, destroying bridges

and roads, and flooding camps in the east and north, with state media stressing rescue

efforts while public comments mock poor drainage and neglected infrastructure. Anger

continues over Jordanian airstrikes on Daraa, with officials visiting victims' families while

many commenters demand an apology and accountability from Amman. Iraqi PM al-Zaidi's

Damascus visit and shrine donation draws largely positive reaction, Israeli incursions in

Quneitra persist with little outrage, and Kurdish-language posts express distrust over SDF

disarmament and Afrin property seizures.
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2. What people said

The day in numbers

Mostly
neutral
People's tone

Mostly
neutral
Outlets' tone

13
stories followed

3,245
post analyses

4
updates

Share of discussion by theme

International relations 25%

Society and daily life 15%

Israel and the south 11%

Economy and services 8%

North-east and the Kurdish question 2%

Security and violence 1%

Transitional justice 0%

Suwayda and the Druze 0%

The day's stories

1. Iraqi PM al-Zaidi's historic Damascus visit and $10M shrine donation International relations · People: strongly

positive · Outlets: leaning positive · 31% of the discussion

Iraqi PM Ali al-Zaidi visited Damascus, meeting President al-Sharaa to discuss oil exports via the Baniyas

pipeline, trade and security cooperation. He personally donated $10 million to restore the Umayyad

Mosque and Sayyida Zainab shrine, a gesture widely covered as historic and symbolically significant for

Iraq-Syria ties since Assad's fall.

2. Flash floods kill several and disrupt life across eastern and northern Syria Economy and services · People:

leaning negative · Outlets: mostly neutral · 27% of the discussion

Heavy rains and flash floods hit Raqqa, Deir ez-Zor, Aleppo, Hasakah and Homs provinces on 29 October,

killing five people including four children and leaving five missing, according to Syria's Ministry of

Emergency and Disaster Management. Bridges collapsed, roads were cut, IDP camps flooded, and civil

defense teams rescued dozens. Officials say 165 field responses were carried out across six provinces.

3. Fallout from Jordanian airstrikes on Daraa continues Israel and the south · People: strongly negative · Outlets:

leaning negative · 14% of the discussion

Jordanian airstrikes on northern Daraa countryside killed several civilians including children; Syria

summoned Jordan's ambassador and formed a joint security committee with Jordan to investigate.

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani toured Daraa, offered condolences, and vowed accountability, while

many Syrians online express anger at perceived government inaction and demand a formal Jordanian

apology.

4. Shop closures and layoffs spark debate over Damascus and Aleppo market stagnation Economy and

services · People: strongly negative · Outlets: leaning negative · 4% of the discussion

Reports on shop closures and worker layoffs in Damascus and Aleppo markets drew heavy public

commentary blaming high rents, Turkish and Chinese import competition, corruption and poor

governance. Commenters compared current hardship unfavorably to, and in some cases nostalgically

with, the Assad era.

5. Kurdish officials say armed groups block displaced Afrin residents' return and seize property North-east

and the Kurdish question · People: strongly negative · Outlets: leaning negative · 3% of the discussion

Kurdish politician Ilham Ahmed said armed groups in Afrin remain the main obstacle to the return of

displaced residents, citing seizure of homes, farmland and olive harvests, and illegal taxes. She called on

the Syrian government to protect civilians and return seized property to its owners.

6. Israeli incursions and shelling continue in Quneitra Israel and the south · People: leaning negative · Outlets: leaning

negative · 3% of the discussion

Israeli forces conducted ground incursions, set up checkpoints, detained a man, and fired artillery shells

near Saida al-Golan in southern Quneitra, with UNDOF inspecting the site. Outlets reported 14 incursions,

seven detentions and three shelling incidents in Quneitra and Daraa between 12-19 October alone, as the

Arab Group at the UN condemned ongoing violations.

7. Transitional justice: life sentences, mass grave remains, and new recovery center Transitional justice ·

People: leaning positive · Outlets: mostly neutral · 2% of the discussion

Syrian courts sentenced former Liwa al-Quds/IRGC-linked militiaman Abdul Jabbar Ghazi Arziq to life in

prison, while remains believed to belong to victims of a 2012 massacre were found in Homs. Separately,

the National Commission for Transitional Justice opened its first recovery center for victims of abuses, in

Homs, with international support.

8. Backlash over decision affecting Rojava and Kobani universities' status North-east and the Kurdish question ·

People: leaning negative · Outlets: mostly neutral · 2% of the discussion

Syria agreed on final steps to integrate Kobani and Rojava Universities into the structures of Euphrates

and Aleppo universities, sparking objections from Kurdish academics who call it comparable to the former

regime's 'Arab Belt' policy. A Rojava University professor said the move threatens recognition of Kurdish-

language education.

9. Idlib clashes with 'French Camp' fighters continue amid security tensions Security and violence · Outlets:

leaning negative · 1% of the discussion

Tensions persist in Idlib between Syrian security forces and foreign fighters known locally as the 'French

camp,' following earlier clashes and the death of a French fighter. Enab Baladi reported an armed man

killed and a civilian wounded, while separate posts mention two Syrian soldiers killed in an armed attack

in Idlib's countryside.

10. Armed Druze faction again blocks Suwayda officials from reaching offices Suwayda and the Druze · Outlets:

leaning negative · 1% of the discussion

An armed group outside state control blocked Suwayda governorate employees at the Umm al-Zaytoun

checkpoint from reaching the general secretariat office, marking the third such blockade in recent days.

Officials say this disrupts government work and basic services for residents.

11. Confusion over reports of a new German travel warning for Syria International relations · Outlets: mostly neutral

· 1% of the discussion

Conflicting reports circulated about whether Germany issued a new travel warning for Syria; the German

embassy in Damascus told Syria TV no new warning was issued, only reaffirming existing guidance amid

regional security concerns, while Reuters published and then withdrew a report claiming a new warning.

12. Concerns over gender representation in revised school curricula Society and daily life · Outlets: leaning negative ·

0% of the discussion

The fact-checking platform Ta'akad documented deletions of images of women and girls, added hijabs to

illustrations, and removed lessons on citizenship and political participation in new Syrian textbooks

compared to older editions. Women's rights groups like Femina called on the Education Ministry to

reverse the changes.

13. Details emerge on killing of driver Qais Sanufa near Damascus Security and violence · Outlets: mostly neutral ·

0% of the discussion

Syria's Interior Ministry security directorate in Qudsaya, rural Damascus, disclosed circumstances of the

killing of Qais Sanufa. Separately, internal security forces arrested two people after a traffic stop

confrontation in Qudsaya's al-Wurud neighborhood that led to their car striking three children while

fleeing.
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3. What the media said

Floods, Iraq visit and Jordan fallout dominate coverage

In short: Syrian and regional media on 29 October focused on deadly flash floods across

several provinces, the historic visit of Iraq's prime minister to Damascus and its economic

promise, and the lingering fallout from Jordanian airstrikes on Daraa. Security coverage

also noted continuing Israeli incursions into Quneitra and a life sentence for a militiaman

linked to Iran's Revolutionary Guard. Ordinary Syrians online echoed the floods and the

Iraq visit heavily but reacted far more angrily to the Jordan strikes than most media

framing suggested, and also discussed university mergers in the north-east that the wider

media barely covered.

Security

Floods dominated security-adjacent coverage, with the Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights reporting five dead and five missing as 25 others were rescued, while Enab Baladi

and AP separately put the death toll at five in Deir Ezzor and Raqqa, and Al-Araby Al-

Jadeed, Al-Modon and Arab News all described floods sweeping six provinces. On the

Jordan file, Independent Arabia reported Syria summoned Jordan's ambassador over

strikes on the south, Al Jazeera said Damascus and Amman gave contradictory accounts of

an attack that killed civilians, and Le Monde said both sides now favour de-escalation; New

Lines Magazine investigated the village hit, where Amman said it targeted the Islamic

State. Syria TV reported Foreign Minister al-Shaibani visited Daraa, saying the state is the

rightful avenger of Syrian blood, a message Al-Watan Online and Zaman al-Wasl also

covered as Damascus tries to balance sovereignty with ties to Jordan. On Quneitra, Al-

Watan Online and Syria TV reported continued Israeli incursions and a new checkpoint,

while The New Arab argued Israel's expanding occupation is deepening Syria's dilemmas.

Syria TV and Arab News reported a life sentence for a member of an Iran-linked militia, and

the state-run Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported French fighters accusing

Syrian authorities of a blockade and deadly ambush near Harem, a clash also noted by The

New Region.

Economy

Coverage centred heavily on the Iraqi prime minister's first official visit to Damascus, with

the state-run SANA previewing what it may bring, Al-Watan Online saying Iraq is a gateway

for Syrian exports with $5 billion held up by facilitation issues, and Shafaq News and the

Qatar-funded Al Jazeera network's sister outlet Al-Araby reporting analysts expect boosted

economic and security prospects. SANA also reported Iraq calling for a joint economic

council, while Al Arabiya and Syria TV reported Norway's DNO studying exporting Iraqi

Kurdish oil through Syria's Baniyas port. Separately, L'Orient Today reported the Syrian lira

under pressure with dollars increasingly kept outside banks, and The Syria Report

published a central bank statement on inspections of unlicensed exchange firms. Al-

Monitor reported US firm HKN aims to double Syria's oil output after taking over Kurdish-

run fields amid pollution concerns, and Syria TV described closed shops and halted

workshops in Aleppo's commercial sector.

Governance

Governance coverage was dominated by the fallout from Jordanian strikes and Syrian-Iraqi

rapprochement, alongside controversies over education and press freedom. Al-Araby Al-

Jadeed argued Israel benefits from undermining Damascus-Amman relations, while Al-

Araby Al-Jadeed separately reported security understandings forming between Syrian and

Iraqi officials on border control. Syria TV reported growing political engagement between

Damascus and Baghdad highlighted by the Iraqi premier's visit to the Umayyad Mosque,

and the independent Syria TV asked whether the partnership can withstand regional

pressures. The Farsi-language BBC Persian reported controversy over Syria's revised

textbooks, which critics say add headscarves to images and remove artworks, while Al

Akhbar, a Lebanese outlet aligned with the Hezbollah-led camp, examined the removal of

Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi's name from curricula. Zaman al-Wasl reported Jordan

detained a Syrian satirist over alleged insults to Syria, and Zaman al-Wasl separately

clarified a German travel warning had been misrepresented, a denial also carried by Syria

TV. Asharq Al-Awsat reported Syria's People's Assembly complaining that no draft laws are

reaching it from ministries, and New Lines Magazine reported unresolved Assad-era land

expropriations near Damascus. Rudaw, affiliated with the Kurdistan Democratic Party,

reported the UN human rights chief pledging protection for minorities amid attacks on

Kurds.

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians' top story, the Iraqi prime minister's visit, matched the media's heavy

coverage and shared its broadly positive tone, though posters were more emotional, with

some sarcastic doubts about Iraqi motives that the media did not report. On floods,

people's reactions mixed weary resignation and mockery of municipal drainage failures

alongside praise for army rescues, a more polarized tone than the mostly factual casualty

reporting from outlets like the Syrian Observatory and AP. The Jordan strikes drew the

sharpest gap: Syrians were far angrier, demanding apologies, compensation and even

prosecution, and mocking the government's measured diplomatic tone, whereas media

coverage leaned toward describing diplomatic de-escalation and contradictory accounts.

Notably, Syrians discussed two stories the media above barely touched: backlash over

merging Rojava and Kobani universities into Euphrates and Aleppo universities (covered

briefly by Syria TV and SANA but drawing angry Kurdish-language reactions framing it as

erosion of autonomy), and Kurdish officials' complaints that armed groups block displaced

Afrin residents from returning and seize their property, which was not reflected among the

items reviewed here.

→ Full page with sources
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4. Sources and method

Reports and articles drawn on (45)

Syria TV: يا قبل كشف هوية منفذي هجوم الكرك.. إيكاد ترصد حملة رقمية ربطت الجريمة بسور

SANA: يا… ماذا يحمل رئيس الوزراء العراقي إلى دمشق؟ يارة رسمية إلى سور في أول ز

Syria floods | Five dead, five missing as 25 others rescued :المرصد السوري لحقوق الإنسان

Al-Watan Online: العراق بوابة الصادرات السورية.. و5 مليارات دولار رهينة التسهيلات

 على ضربات الجنوب :اندبندنت عربية
يا تستدعي السفير الأردني احتجاجاً سور

Al Jazeera: Damascus, Amman contradict each other on attack that killed civilians

Syria TV: الدولة وليّة الدم".. الشيباني يزور درعا للتعزية بضحايا الغارات الأردنية"

New Lines: Inside the Syrian Village Hit by Jordan’s Airstrikes

Le Monde: La Syrie et la Jordanie privilégient l’apaisement, après des frictions provoquées par des frappes du royaume hachémite sur le sud de

la Syrie

Shafaq News..Analysts: Iraq-Syria talks boost economic, security prospects :شفق نيوز

Syria TV: دمشق وبغداد.. هل بدأ الانتقال إلى الفاعلية السياسية والاقتصادية؟

L'Orient Today: In Syria, lira under pressure, dollars kept outside banks

Enab Baladi: Flash Floods Kill Five in Syria’s Deir Ezzor and Raqqa - Enab Baladi

AP News: Dramatic air sea rescue as flash floods kill five people in Syria

سيول سورية... أضرار بشرية ومادية وتحذيرات لتجنّب المخاطر :العربي الجديد

بالفيديو: سيول تجتاح 6 محافظات سورية وتخلّف ضحية ومفقودين :المدن

Arab News: Flash floods sweep 6 Syrian provinces, forcing families from camps

Al-Watan Online: الشيباني من درعا : لا نفرّط بدم سوري تحت أي ذريعة ونحن أولياء دم

Zaman al-Wasl: الدبلوماسية السورية واحتواء أزمة القصف الأردني لدرعا… توازن بين حفظ السيادة وروابط الأخوة

Al-Watan Online: ًقوات الاحتلال تتوغل بخمس قرى في ريف القنيطرة وتعتقل مدنيا

Syria TV: الاحتلال الإسرائيلي يتوغل في أطراف جباتا الخشب بالقنيطرة

The New Arab: How Israel’s expanding occupation is deepening Syria’s dilemma

Syria TV: "السجن المؤبد لعبد الجبار أرزيق لانتسابه إلى ميليشيا مرتبطة "بالثوري الإيراني

Arab News: Syria court sentences Iran-linked militia member to life in prison

Tensions in Harem | French fighters accuse Syrian authorities of food blockade and deadly ambush :المرصد السوري لحقوق الإنسان

The New Region: French jihadists vow ‘revenge’ after Idlib clashes with govt forces

الزيدي والشرع يؤسسان لتفاهمات أمنية: ضبط الحدود وتعاون استخباري :العربي الجديد

يا فرصة للتكامل الإقليمي ودعوة لإنشاء مجلس اقتصادي مشترك :سانا العراق..العلاقات مع سور

يا :العربية "دي إن أو" النرويجية تدرس تصدير النفط من كردستان العراق عبر سور

Syria TV: يا شركة نفط نرويجية تدرس تصدير نفط كردستان العراق عبر سور

The Syria Report: Statement by the Central Bank of Syria on Inspection Campaigns on Unlicensed Money Exchange and Remittance Companies

Al-Monitor: US oil firm HKN aims to double Syria's output as it takes over Kurdish-run fields

Syria TV: محال مغلقة وورشات متوقفة.. تحديات تواجه القطاعين التجاري والصناعي في حلب

ان :العربي الجديد إسرائيل تستفيد من تخريب العلاقة بين دمشق وعمّ

Syria TV: تقارب سوري عراقي في مواجهة التحديات.. هل تصمد الشراكة أمام التجاذبات الإقليمية؟

BBC Persian: حذف مونالیزا و افزودن روسری به تصاویر؛ جنجال تازه بر سر کتاب‌های درسی جدید سوریه

Al Akhbar: ن يخاف عبد الرحمن الكواكبي؟ يا الجديدة تحذف اسمه من المناهج التربوية: مَ سور

Zaman al-Wasl: يا السلطات الأردنية توقف "ماغوط حوران" بتهمة الإساءة لسور

Zaman al-Wasl: يا.. تحذير ألماني يتحول إلى خبر مضلل لا قرار بمنع السفر إلى سور

Syria TV: يا يا إصدار تحذير من السفر إلى سور السفارة الألمانية تنفي لتلفزيون سور

مجلس الشعب السوري يشكو: لا مشاريع قوانين تصلنا من الوزارات :الشرق الأوسط

New Lines Magazine: The Land Expropriations of the Assad Era Still Hang Over Syria

Rudaw: UN rights chief pledges protection for minorities amid attacks on Kurds in Syria

Syria TV: اتفاق على دمج جامعتي "روج آفا وكوباني" ضمن هيكلية جامعتي الفرات وحلب

SANA: التعليم العالي تبحث آليات دمج جامعتي القامشلي وعين عرب

Written automatically by an AI model from the titles and short summaries of the reports,

which are linked. It describes what the sources say, not what is true. From Syrian outlets

only investigations, in-depth reports, analysis and official statements are used, and

paywalled outlets are missing: this is not the whole picture.

Analysis generated automatically by an AI model from public posts. It describes what is

being said, not what is true. Individuals are never named, quoted or linked.
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