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I 1. The day at a glance t Contents

Anxious Outlets focused heavily on Foreign Minister Shaibani's Manama Dialogue remarks

on Israel, the Mecca defence pact and Jordan ties, alongside ongoing Israeli incursions into

Quneitra and Daraa, flash floods in the east, a mass food poisoning in Deir ez-Zor, and the
reopening of the Sulaymaniyya Takiyya mosque. Public reaction split sharply: many

mocked the government's restraint toward Israel while loudly demanding execution for the

killers of a young man in Aleppo, and reacted with anger and conspiracy theories to

Jordan's retracted infiltration claim. Kurdish-language and north-east outlets framed
detentions, floods and Kobani differently from Arabic state and opposition media.
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The day in numbers

Leaning Mostly 17 3,036 4
negative neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

International relations _ 14%
Society and daily life _ 11%
Economy and services — 8%
Israel and the south _ 4%
Security and violence - 3%
Transitional justice - 2%

North-east and the Kurdish question . 1%
Refugees and return ' 0%

Suwayda and the Druze . 0%
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Flash floods Kkill seven to eight and disrupt eastern Syria Society and daily life - People: leaning negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 28% of the discussion

Flash floods following heavy rain killed seven to eight people, including children, and left several missing
across Deir ez-Zor, Raqqa and Hasakah provinces over three days starting October 28. The Ministry of
Emergency said Civil Defense teams responded to nearly 600 incidents, with bridges and roads damaged
and camps flooded near Ras al-Ain.

. Shaibani at Manama Dialogue: Israel attacks, Mecca pact and Gulf security International relations - People:

leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 17% of the discussion

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani told the Manama Dialogue 2026 that Syria faced over a thousand
Israeli attacks in under two years and said Damascus is studying joining the Saudi-Turkish-Pakistani
Mecca Defense Pact. He also held meetings with US, UK, German and Bahraini officials and said Syria
remains committed to diplomacy with all parties, including Israel.

. Israeli incursions, checkpoints and detentions continue in Quneitra and Daraa Israel and the south - People:

strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 9% of the discussion

Israeli forces carried out repeated incursions, set up checkpoints and detained civilians in Quneitra and
Daraa countryside over the past days, including near Khan Arnabah, Ofaniya, al-Hurriya and Abidin
villages. Local outlets reported five to six detentions, with some released and others held at a new base
near Hamidiyeh. Levant24 tracked over 100 incursions since the start of its count.

. Jordan announces then retracts claim of foiling armed infiltration from Syria International relations - People:

leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 8% of the discussion

The Jordanian army said Friday it foiled an infiltration by 14 armed men from Syria near its northern
border, reporting casualties, then deleted the statement within an hour without explanation. Shaibani said
Syria viewed the rushed initial account as inaccurate and that the matter had been resolved through
contacts between the two sides.

. Anger over killing of young man in Aleppo who defended a woman sparks execution demands

Transitional justice - People: strongly negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 7% of the discussion

A young man identified as Nour was killed in Aleppo, reportedly stabbed while defending a woman from
harassers, prompting the victim's father to publicly demand execution of the killers rather than a pardon.
The case drew massive public reaction on YouTube, with calls for public hanging as deterrence, and
references to a similar unresolved 2018 case in Daraa.

. Deadly ambush on customs patrol between Baniyas and Tartus Security and violence - People: strongly negative -

Outlets: leaning negative - 7% of the discussion

A Syrian customs officer was killed and others wounded in an armed ambush on a patrol road between
Baniyas and Tartus, blamed by authorities on former-regime remnants. A slain customs officer, Yahya Abd
al-Karim al-Najjar, was buried in Maarat al-Numan. The attack renewed debate over coastal security and
accountability.

. Syrians cope with cost of living, fuel prices and economic strain Economy and services - People: leaning negative

- Outlets: mostly neutral - 4% of the discussion

Reports describe growing economic hardship, including BBC Arabic coverage of families surviving on one
meal a day after subsidy cuts and price rises, alongside winter aid appeals for 2.4 million Syrians from
UNHCR. Industrial and infrastructure news (Aleppo industrial city jobs, road rehabilitation) offered a more
positive economic counter-narrative from state-aligned outlets.

. Fallout continues from Jordanian airstrikes on Daraa, diplomatic tensions with Amman Israel and the

south - People: strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion

Diplomatic tension persisted after Jordan's airstrikes on Daraa countryside killed civilians, which Jordan
said targeted ISIS cells following a church shooting in Jordan. Damascus summoned the Jordanian
ambassador and formed a joint committee to investigate, while demonstrators in Jouba, Damascus held a
solidarity vigil for Daraa and Quneitra victims.

. Foreign Minister Shaibani attends Manama Dialogue amid diplomatic push International relations - Outlets:

leaning positive - 3% of the discussion

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani attended the 22nd Manama Dialogue in Bahrain, delivering remarks on
'Pillars of Regional Security, following an earlier Bahrain visit. State media also reported Syrian-Saudi
energy talks, UK envoy meetings, and participation in a Paris anti-money-laundering forum after 15 years'
absence, reflecting broader diplomatic re-engagement.

Sulaymaniyya Takiyya Mosque reopens in Damascus after 15 years Society and daily life - People: strongly
positive - Outlets: strongly positive - 3% of the discussion

The Sulaymaniyya Takiyya Mosque in Damascus reopened Saturday after 15 years of closure for
restoration, inaugurated by Minister of Endowments Mohammad Abu al-Khair Shukri with other ministers
and officials attending. State and independent outlets covered it as a heritage and religious milestone for
the capital.

Kobani anniversary and university merger stir Kurdish identity debate North-east and the Kurdish question -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion

Kurdish organizations marked World Kobani Day (November 1) with statements from the KNK urging unity
to protect the city's gains, while protests were held outside Syrian consulates in Istanbul and other cities.
Separately, the planned merger of Qamishli and Kobani universities into Syria's higher education system
drew mixed reactions, with a Rojava University academic comparing it to past Arabization policies.

Israeli incursions and checkpoints continue in Quneitra, protests in Damascus Israel and the south - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 1% of the discussion

Israeli forces continued incursions in Quneitra countryside, firing flares over Breiga and Bir Ajam, erecting
a temporary checkpoint in al-Mashirfeh, and flying reconnaissance over western Daraa. Residents of
families with relatives detained by Israel held a sit-in in Jdeidat Artouz demanding their release, while
Jouba residents in Damascus protested in solidarity with Daraa and Quneitra.

Syrian embassy in Berlin warns citizens ahead of German protests Refugees and return - Outlets: mostly neutral
- 1% of the discussion

The Syrian embassy in Berlin urged Syrians across Germany to avoid protest sites on October 31 as
demonstrations tied to cost-of-living grievances and military conscription plans spread to about 32
German cities, following similar unrest in France and Italy. Some shops reportedly boarded up windows in
anticipation of possible unrest.

Renewed armed clashes continue in Suwayda city Suwayda and the Druze - Outlets: leaning negative - 1% of the
discussion

Clashes between armed groups linked to 'National Guard' factions in Suwayda city injured several people,
including the UN's local field office coordinator Ali Bibi. State TV framed the violence as gangs turning
rivalries into battles, while independent outlets noted the chaos is driven by loose weapons outside state
control.

Mass food poisoning in Deir ez-Zor after restaurant meals Society and daily life - People: leaning negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 1% of the discussion

More than 170 people, including children, were hospitalized in Deir ez-Zor's National and Hweidi hospitals
after eating at two city restaurants, which were subsequently closed. Health authorities said cases ranged
from mild to severe and most patients were treated and discharged, while some remain under
observation.

Syrian hacker sentenced in US for Assad-era cyberattacks Transitional justice - People: mostly neutral - Outlets:
mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion

A Syrian man received a 42-month US prison sentence for hacking 47 Western organizations on behalf of
the former Assad regime, part of the Syrian Electronic Army, ending a decade-long manhunt. Outlets
framed it as a milestone in accountability for Assad-era cyber operations.

BBC and public accounts describe worsening cost-of-living crisis under new government Economy and
services - People: leaning negative - Outlets: strongly negative - 1% of the discussion

BBC Arabic reported that subsidy cuts and price rises have left many Syrian families eating only one meal
a day, straining public support for Ahmad al-Sharaa's government. Separate reports describe stranded
unpaid sailors and Jobar reconstruction disputes fueling protests in Damascus.
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Mecca Pact Talk Dominates as Floods, Jordan Border Overshadow

In short: The media's attention on 31 October centred on Foreign Minister al-Shaibani's

remarks at the Manama Dialogue, widely covered across Arab and international outlets,
about Syria weighing membership in the Mecca defence pact. Coverage also tracked a

disputed Jordanian army claim of foiling an armed infiltration from Syria, later partly

retracted, alongside continuing Israeli incursions into Daraa and Quneitra and deadly
floods across the country. Syrian outlets and ordinary Syrians overlapped on floods and the

Israeli incursions, but people online reacted with far sharper anger and skepticism than the

measured diplomatic framing dominant in the media.

Security

Multiple outlets, including Al Jazeera, The National and Turkish state-run Anadolu Ajansi,
reported Foreign Minister al-Shaibani saying Syria is studying joining the Mecca defence

pact binding Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. On the Jordanian border, Reuters, Arab

News and Haaretz reported Jordan's army said it stopped 14 armed men attempting to
infiltrate from Syria, while Kurdish-affiliated Hawar News noted the Jordanian army later

withdrew its statement, leaving two conflicting accounts. Shafaq News reported Syria

ruling out clashes with Jordan after the retraction, while Al-Watan Online, independent,

cited a Jordanian researcher calling for Syrian-Jordanian coordination to contain fallout
from raids in Daraa. State-run SANA and Syria TV, independent, reported Israeli forces

advancing with tanks into Wadi al-Raqqgad in western Daraa, while Syria TV and Syria TV

reported expanding incursions, checkpoints and an abduction in Quneitra. North Press,
independent, cited al-Shaibani saying Israel carried out more than 1,000 attacks on Syria

in two years, a figure also carried by Al-Quds Al-Arabi and Turkish state-run TRT World.

ANHA, affiliated with the Kurdish-led administration, reported floods killed seven people
and caused widespread damage within 72 hours, while The New Region cited a minister

saying five children drowned.

Economy

North Press, independent, and Enab Baladi, independent, cited UNHCR figures putting the
number needing winter assistance at nine million across Syria, Ukraine, Lebanon and
Afghanistan, with 2.4 million of those inside Syria. Enab Baladi also reported residents of

Nawa buying their own water for three months amid delayed solutions, and examined

whether Investment Authority oversight of real estate projects protects savings or restricts
the market. State-run SANA and Syria TV reported Syria's central bank governor discussing

reconnecting Syria to the European banking system in Paris, while Al-Watan Online

reported parallel moves with France on banking reconnection and cited a researcher saying

lost trust hampers Syrian banks. Al-Watan Online examined what the IMF wants from the
Syrian economy, and Zaman al-Wasl attributed Syria's housing crisis to absent vision and

weak planning. Shafaq News reported worsening conditions for displaced Syrians in al-

Hasakah camps.

Governance

Coverage of the Mecca pact discussion dominated governance news, with The New York
Times, Arab News and pro-Israel-leaning The Times of Israel all citing al-Shaibani's

remarks on Syria weighing entry into the Saudi-led pact amid the Yemen war. SANA, state-

run, reported al-Shaibani saying Syria has turned the page on the legacy of the deposed
regime and pledged stability, and separately that Syria remains committed to diplomacy,

while Al-Watan Online reported him saying the Golan is Syrian land under UN Security

Council resolution 497. Syria TV, independent, reported a French journalist winning the
Albert Londres prize for documenting testimonies of Assad's prison survivors. Syria TV

reported Jobar residents demanding the government resolve reconstruction issues, calling

the situation

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians' posts overlapped with the media on floods, the Israeli incursions in Daraa
and Quneitra, and the Jordan border episode, but their tone was far angrier and more

skeptical than most coverage. On al-Shaibani's Manama remarks, people mocked the gap

between the government's rhetoric on Israel and its continued incursions, and debated the

wisdom of joining a Saudi-led pact amid fears of being drawn into Yemen, a sharper
reaction than the largely neutral diplomatic framing in most outlets. On the Jordan border

claim, Syrians reacted with heavy sarcasm toward Jordanian and Arab media, questioning

the account's geography and recalling recent Jordanian strikes that killed Syrian civilians, a
dimension largely missing from the media's more procedural reporting. Notably, people

also discussed two stories absent from the sampled media: anger and execution demands

over the killing of a young man in Aleppo who defended a woman, and a deadly ambush on
a customs patrol between Baniyas and Tartus that drew sectarian recriminations online.

- Full page with sources
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Reports and articles drawn on (32)

Al Jazeera: Syria considering entry into Mecca defence pact, says foreign minister

The National: Syria in negotiations about joining Makkah pact, says Foreign Minister

Anadolu Ajansi: Syria says discussions underway on joining Mecca pact

Hawar News: dily G 3331 Giumllg dis ¥l & jgeudl sgasl disls oLy olilg

Reuters: Jordan stops fighters attempting to enter from Syria, armed forces say

Arab News: Jordan stops fighters attempting to enter from Syria, armed forces say

Haaretz: Jordan Says It Stopped an Armed Group of 14 Who Attempted to Cross From Syria

jou @k Shafaq News..Syria rules out border clashes after Jordan statement retraction
Al-Watan Online: lejs wlilé wlelay elgi=¥ 8,950 k:;oﬂl Syged| Geniil :L:;aJi csb

SANA: ol legs cayp a8l olg § Jegib LLolrugl Jili=W 868

Syria TV: sl lejs cayy § Jeois Glilpuill Jilidl wlgd

Syria TV: &,hudll § dilS)=d gy Gl JWis¥l . uise Slhaizlg j=lomg wilegs

Syria TV: Lls Wahisug Jlewtd] 8)byidll <) § Jegis Ll Jili=dl

el uadlls gale o 81 JUs bjgeo Lo Gl elaiel @l o 55T tdluadl

TRT World: Israel attacked Syria over 1,000 times in less than two years: Syrian FM

ANHA: Floods in Syria kill 7 people, cause widespread damage in 72 hours

The New Region: Five children drown in Syria flash floods: Minister

Enab Baladi: digis wlacluws dloy (Gyg 0gile 2.4

Enab Baladi: dl>§0 Jol=lg Lidhell ooyl &1 .. o lo SIS Sgi

LLw: Syrian-British talks on cooperation in early recovery and sustainable development
Syria TV: 4o)08l Graall aladl byges k) 83le] Gun)b § s G9! (G555l

Al-Watan Online: dugyodl dluidl W)ladl Jog 8sle¥ @) .. Luiyég bjgun

Al-Watan Online: § g gull sLaid¥l (o 281l Ggaio 2 p 13l

Zaman al-Wasl: byasill jmeg digl Olé o -..lyge & oS dajl

The New York Times: Syria Weighs Joining Saudi Mutual Defense Pact as Yemen War Rages

Arab News: Syria weighing whether to join Makkah pact: foreign minister

The Times of Israel: Syria weighing whether to enter Mecca pact, foreign minister says
Al-Watan Online: diesyall g0 497 ol Gudso jL8g d5 900 o G¥g=l HELIA

Syria TV: sl Qg 10 b sl @or QS 08 jig) yell 835ln oy quipd Gl

Syria TV: jlac¥l duad Jou dagSed| pgdly pg=> dlmi Llsaidl elag Gle ol

Llw: Al-Shaibani: Syria turned the page on legacy of the deposed regime, Pledges Stability
Syria TV: dewlg wlsl=is¥ Wl slasiewl 26 ¢yujgend) L j005 ¢y @ d)gudl §lawd]

Written automatically by an AT model from the titles and short summaries of the reports,

which are linked. It describes what the sources say, not what is true. From Syrian outlets
only investigations, in-depth reports, analysis and official statements are used, and

paywalled outlets are missing: this is not the whole picture.

Analysis generated automatically by an AI model from public posts. It describes what is
being said, not what is true. Individuals are never named, quoted or linked.

Follow us The daily report every morning, and the stories Syrians are talking about, in

your feed.
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