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I 1. The day at a glance t Contents

Frustrated Public debate centered on the new 8am-4pm work hours decree, which

triggered widespread anger over stagnant wages, alongside continuing anxiety over Israeli

incursions in Quneitra and Daraa and strikes near Suwayda. Diplomatic news (Lebanon
talks, Mecca pact) and economic/governance initiatives got heavy official coverage but

drew less public engagement, except sports results which dominated ordinary

conversation. Kurdish-language posts showed separate anger over university mergers and

Kurdish-language education limits, rarely overlapping with Arabic discourse. Transitional
justice cases against former regime officials drew mixed support and skepticism.
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The day in numbers

Leaning Mostly 18 3,775 5
negative neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

International relations _ 8%
North-east and the Kurdish question _ 7%

Israel and the south _ 6%
Security and violence — 5%

Economy and services _ 3%
Society and daily life (Y 3%

Governance and the new state _ 2%
Suwayda and the Druze . 0%

Transitional justice ' 0%
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Kobani University merger and Kurdish-language education restrictions spark protests North-east and the
Kurdish question - People: leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 16% of the discussion

Students protested in Qamishli and Kobani against a Syrian Education Ministry decision limiting Kurdish-
language instruction to three hours a week and a Higher Education Council decision merging Rojava and
Kobani universities into Euphrates and Aleppo universities. Kobani University's council rejected the
merger decision.

. Israeli incursions, detentions and airstrikes continue in Quneitra, Daraa and Suwayda Israel and the south

- People: strongly negative - Outlets: strongly negative - 9% of the discussion

Israeli forces conducted multiple incursions into villages in Quneitra and Daraa (al-Asbah, al-Ruwayhina,
Maarieh, Rasm Abu Shatta) during the reporting period, detaining a young man and setting up temporary
checkpoints. Independent and Kurdish outlets documented a record 395 violations in October, while
aerial activity and reported airstrikes near Daraa and Suwayda alarmed residents.

. Syria weighs joining the Mecca Defence Pact International relations - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral -

8% of the discussion

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani said Damascus is discussing possible accession to the 'Mecca Pact'
regional defence arrangement, alongside efforts to resolve disputes with Jordan. The topic was debated
on Syrian talk shows with Saudi, Turkish and Qatari guests weighing in on the idea.

. New 8am-4pm work hours decree sparks public anger over pay Economy and services - People: strongly negative

- Outlets: mostly neutral - 7% of the discussion

The Presidency's General Secretariat issued a decree setting official working hours at 8am-4pm starting
December 1, 2026, for administrative public bodies. State and independent outlets reported the decision
factually, while commenters reacted with anger over low wages unchanged despite longer hours. Some
noted similar hours already exist abroad but demanded matching pay.

. High-level Lebanese delegation visits Damascus on refugee returns International relations - People: mostly

neutral - Outlets: leaning positive - 7% of the discussion

Lebanese Deputy PM Tarek Mitri led a delegation to Damascus on November 2, meeting Foreign Minister
Asaad al-Shaibani and other ministers to discuss Syrian refugees in Lebanon, border security and
administrative cooperation. State and independent outlets covered it extensively; public comments were
sparse but some voiced resentment toward Lebanon over past treatment of Syrians.

. Killing of young man in Aleppo after defending a woman from harassment sparks outrage Security and

violence - People: strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 7% of the discussion

Young man Nour Lababidi was stabbed to death in Aleppo, reportedly after intervening to stop
harassment of a woman near a wifi router area patrolled by security forces. The Aleppo governor and
internal security chief offered condolences to the family. Outlets and commenters demand swift justice
and executions for the perpetrators.

. Flash floods disrupt eastern and northern Syria Economy and services - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning

negative - 5% of the discussion

Flash floods affecting over a third of Syria killed at least seven people, including five children, damaged
crops, disrupted water supply in Ragqga and Hasakah, and raised fears of landmines shifting into
previously cleared areas. Minister Raed al-Saleh and the UN warned of worsening humanitarian needs.

. Intelligence foils refinery plots, arrests ISIS assassination cell Security and violence - People: mostly neutral -

Outlets: mostly neutral - 5% of the discussion

Syrian intelligence announced thwarting a plot to target the Homs refinery and dismantling an ISIS cell in
Deir ez-Zor accused of assassinations including a Defense Ministry member. Reports initially named
Baniyas refinery before correcting to Homs. The announcements follow earlier sabotage incidents on oil
and gas infrastructure.

. Jordan-Syria tensions after Karak church killing and border incidents International relations - People: leaning

negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion

Tensions rose between Jordan and Syria after the killing of a priest in Karak by a Syrian suspect, followed
by a Jordanian retaliatory strike inside Syria and a ban on Jordanian buses entering Syria. Jordanian
authorities also intercepted a drug smuggling attempt they said originated near Daraa.

Kobani University merger and Kurdish-language education restrictions spark protests North-east and the
Kurdish question - People: strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion

Students in Qamishli and across the north-east protested a Syrian Education Ministry decision limiting
Kurdish-language instruction to three hours weekly and a decree merging Rojava University with
Euphrates University and Kobani University with Aleppo University. The Rojava University council rejected
the merger decision, calling it disconnected from local realities.

Diesel shortages, currency slide and heating cost anger ahead of winter Economy and services - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 2% of the discussion

Fuel stations across Aleppo ran out of diesel, the Syrian lira continued its slide against the dollar, and
heating costs surged with wood-pellet prices reaching $310 per ton versus $90 in Turkey. Officials
announced new salary unification plans and a clothing/food-price monitoring camera rollout in Aleppo.

Foreign Minister appoints Muzna al-Atrash as Druze peace adviser amid debate Governance and the new
state - Outlets: mostly neutral - 2% of the discussion

Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani appointed Muzna al-Atrash, a Druze figure from Suwayda with a media
and arts background, as peace affairs adviser at the ministry. Regional and aggregator outlets profiled her,
while some Arabic aggregators noted controversy (' Ja=') over the appointment; it aims to support
Damascus's outreach to the south.

Armed clashes between two families in Hama's Sawaiq neighborhood Security and violence - Outlets: leaning
negative - 1% of the discussion

Armed clashes broke out between two families in al-Sawaeq neighborhood, north of Hama, after a
dispute linked to a killing at the livestock market, with RPGs and machine guns used. Internal Security
Forces intervened, arrested several suspects, confiscated weapons and restored calm, though pursuit of
others continues.

Landmine blast kills two girls near Albu Kamal, part of wider mine toll Security and violence - Outlets: strongly
negative - 1% of the discussion

A landmine from war remnants exploded in Maizileh village near Albu Kamal, killing two girls and injuring
two others from the same family on November 2, according to North Press and SANA. The deaths add to a
string of mine casualties in Deir ez-Zor countryside, with Civil Defense warning floods could wash
unexploded ordnance into previously safe areas.

Landmine blast Kills four girls from one family near Albu Kamal Security and violence - Outlets: strongly negative
- 1% of the discussion

A landmine from war remnants exploded in Muayzila village near Albu Kamal, Deir ez-Zor countryside, on
November 2, 2026, killing at least two to four girls (reports vary) from the same family and wounding
others. Civil Defense warned flood waters are pushing more unexploded ordnance into populated areas.

. Transitional justice body names former officers suspected of war crimes Transitional justice - People: mostly

neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion

The National Commission for Transitional Justice's accountability director, Radif Mustafa, said former
regime general Mohammad Hassan al-Sharif is suspected of war crimes tied to the chemical weapons file,
having worked under fugitives Ali Mamlouk and Bassam Hassan. Separately, former political security chief
Atef Najib stood trial in Damascus over 2011 Daraa-era torture and killing allegations.

Sulaymaniyya Takiyya Mosque reopens in Damascus after 15 years Society and daily life - People: leaning
positive - Outlets: strongly positive - 1% of the discussion

The historic Sulaymaniyya Takiyya Mosque in Damascus reopened after 15 years of closure for
restoration, with the Awgaf Minister Mohammad Abu al-Khair Shukri presiding over the opening
ceremony. State media and local outlets framed it as a revival of Damascus's heritage.

Clashes reported in Suwayda countryside amid drone strike and explosions Suwayda and the Druze - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 0% of the discussion

ANHA reported violent clashes in western Suwayda countryside after a military position was targeted by a
drone, alongside unidentified military flights and an explosion near Shahba. Separately, explosions heard
in Daraa and Suwayda were attributed by local sources to aerial military exercises, not strikes.

I 3. What the media said 1 Contents

Floods, work hours and the Mecca Pact dominate Syria coverage

In short: Media coverage on November 2 centred on the aftermath of flash floods in

eastern Syria, a new public-sector working-hours decree, debate over joining the Saudi-
Turkish-Pakistani '‘Mecca Pact', and continuing Israeli incursions in the south. Syrian

outlets detailed government apologies over flood response alongside wide economic

normalisation moves with Iraq, Lebanon and European banks. Governance coverage was
dominated by diplomatic visits and appointments, while ordinary Syrians online were far

angrier about pay and Kurdish-language education than the media reflected.

Security

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported the Syrian Observatory for Human

Rights that Israeli forces advanced into the Yarmouk Basin area amid aerial activity over
southern Syria, a move also covered by Shafaq News and Hawar News, the Kurdish-led

administration-affiliated outlet, which reported an incursion into Daraa countryside. Syria

TV, an independent outlet, said occupation forces entered the village of Ma'ariyah west of
Daraa with three vehicles, while it also reported the release of a young man previously

abducted during an incursion into Quneitra countryside (Syria TV). Enab Baladi, an

independent outlet, documented 395 Israeli violations in Syria during October, a figure also
cited by Syria TV as the highest monthly toll since the start of 2026. Asharg Al-Awsat and
the pro-Qatar The Peninsula Qatar reported that Syrian intelligence thwarted a plot

targeting the Homs refinery, with Asharq al-Awsat in Arabic analysing who might benefit,

pointing to regime remnants, ISIS or 'rogue states'. Winter floods were also reported to be
shifting landmine locations according to Syria TV, while Syria TV said Civil Defense warned

floods could wash war remnants into previously safe areas, and SANA, the state-run outlet,

reported two killed by a mine in Boukamal.

Economy

The Syria Report published Central Bank Governor Safwat Raslan's speech at the FATF
meeting in Paris, while The Syrian Observer reported he discussed reconnecting Syria to

the European banking system, a theme Syria TV examined by asking whether Syria can

break its banking isolation. SANA and Syria TV reported the central bank reopened its
banking training center after a two-year pause. Trade facilitation featured heavily: SANA,

Enab Baladi and Syria TV reported Iraq eased visa procedures for Syrian traders, while

North Press, affiliated with the Kurdish-led administration, said the border crossings
authority is working to activate the Qamishli-Nusaybin crossing. Floods also hit agriculture:

Syria TV and Arab News reported thousands of dunams submerged and crops damaged in

Raqqga and Deir Ezzor, while SANA said citrus farmers in Jisr al-Shughour face a marketing

crisis from rising costs. Syria TV reported government employees fear the new working
hours will hurt their income.

Governance

The new 8am-4pm public-sector working hours decree drew wide coverage from SANA,

The Syria Report and Zaman al-Wasl, an independent outlet. On floods, SANA and Syria TV

reported Emergency Minister Raed al-Saleh apologised for shortcomings in the response,
while Zaman al-Wasl said he blamed years of war and destroyed infrastructure. The Mecca
Pact drew analysis from the Israeli think tank INSS, Turkey's ORSAM, Al-Watan Online, an
independent outlet, Halab Today, and the pro-Israel framing of Middle East Eye, which
called it a bargaining chip with Israel. A Lebanese ministerial delegation including a

Hezbollah-affiliated minister visited Damascus according to L'Orient Today, Naharnet and

Turkish state-run Anadolu Agency, discussing refugee returns and border security per
Asharg Al-Awsat. Muzna al-Atrash's appointment as peace adviser was reported by Zaman
al-Wasl, Enab Baladi, Al-Monitor and The National, with Al-Monitor noting her Druze
background from Sweida. Kurdish-affiliated outlets reported friction: Hawar News said
Qamishlo students protested limits on Kurdish-language teaching, and Rudaw reported

Rojava and Kobane universities rejected integration decisions.

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians reacted far more angrily to the working-hours decree than the neutral

media reporting suggested, with overwhelming anger over salaries reportedly too low to

sustain longer days, a reaction the media largely did not capture in tone. The Kurdish-
language education dispute, covered by Hawar News and Rudaw, generated strong anger

among Kurdish and Turkish-language commenters distrustful of both Damascus and SDF

leadership, a framing richer than the media's brief reporting. People's tone on Israeli
incursions in Quneitra and Daraa was far more negative than the measured media

accounts, mixing fear for residents with anger accusing the government of abandoning the

south. Syrians also discussed the killing of a young man in Aleppo after he defended a
woman from harassment, a story not present in this day's media items, generating

overwhelming anger and calls for execution. Discussion of the Mecca Pact online was

deeply divided and skeptical given Israeli incursions, contrasting with the more analytical
think-tank coverage.
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