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I 1. The day at a glance t Contents

Divided Coverage this period centers on the foiled Homs refinery plot blamed on a
Hezbollah-linked cell, continued Israeli incursions in Quneitra and Damascus countryside,
the new 8am-4pm work hours decree, Kurdish education protests over the Kobani-Aleppo
university merger, and lingering Suwayda sectarian tensions. Official and independent
outlets lean toward reassurance and diplomatic/economic progress (IMF return,
agricultural compensation, Spain/China partnerships), while public voices show more
skepticism, mockery of media figures, anger over landmine deaths, and divided views on
Druze, Kurdish and sectarian issues. President al-Sharaa's Old Damascus tour drew an
outpouring of devotional public comments, contrasting with sharper public criticism
elsewhere.

I 2. What people said 1 Contents

The day in numbers

Mostly Mostly 14 3,058 4
Ileutl'al neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

Suwayda and the Druze _ 7%
Society and daily life ([N 6%
Governance and the new state _ 5%
Security and violence — 4%
Israel and the south _ 4%
Refugees and return _ 3%
Economy and services _ 2%

North-east and the Kurdish question _ 2%
Transitional justice . 0%

The day's stories

1. Al-Ittihad Aleppo's draw with Qamishli Sport fuels coaching and fan backlash Society and daily life - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 12% of the discussion
Ahli Aleppo's draw against Qamishli Sport in the Syrian league, reportedly affected by a car accident
involving Qamishli players, triggered widespread fan anger at coach Tita Valerio and calls for former coach
Ahmad Hawash's return. Commenters also criticized refereeing and praised Homs clubs' strong form this
season.

2. Ongoing tensions over Suwayda clashes and sectarian framing in media Suwayda and the Druze - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 8% of the discussion
Public debate continued over Suwayda, with YouTube commenters divided over the role of Druze leader
Hikmat al-Hajri and the Syrian army, some praising a program host's confrontation with a guest, others
accusing media of sectarian bias. Al-Watan contrasted Hasakah and Suwayda as sites of instability tools.

3. President al-Sharaa's tour of Old Damascus draws outpouring of public devotion Governance and the new
state - People: strongly positive - Outlets: leaning positive - 7% of the discussion
President Ahmad al-Sharaa visited a fabric shop during a tour of Old Damascus, an area he grew up in,
generating a large wave of YouTube comments praising his humility and asking God to protect him. The
visit was covered by state and independent outlets as a symbolic homecoming gesture.

4. Anger over new 8am-4pm work hours decree Governance and the new state - People: strongly negative - Outlets:
mostly neutral - 7% of the discussion
The Syrian presidency issued a decree setting official daily working hours for administrative state bodies
from 8am to 4pm starting December 1, 2026. Outlets reported the decision as administrative reform, but
many public commenters say it increases hours without raising already-low wages. Economic-sector
bodies are exempted and can set their own schedules.

5. Security forces say they foiled Hezbollah-linked plot against Homs refinery Security and violence - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 6% of the discussion
Syria's Internal Security Forces and intelligence said Tuesday they foiled a plot to bomb the Homs oil
refinery, arresting a cell they linked to Hezbollah and seizing explosives. Hezbollah denied any presence
or involvement in Syria. Economists warned any refinery disruption could raise fuel import costs and
prices.

6. Lebanese delegation visits Damascus on refugee returns, borders and bilateral ties Refugees and return -
People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 5% of the discussion
A Lebanese ministerial delegation led by Deputy PM Tarek Mitri met Syrian FM Asaad al-Shaibani in
Damascus to discuss Syrian refugee returns, border security, and related legal and educational issues.
Lebanese President Joseph Aoun separately said Lebanon can no longer absorb more Syrian refugees and
called on the international community to redirect aid to Syria.

7. Israeli incursions, demolitions and detentions continue across Quneitra and rural Damascus Israel and
the south - People: strongly negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 5% of the discussion
Israeli forces conducted multiple incursions, demolitions and artillery strikes across Quneitra and
western rural Damascus this week, including blowing up abandoned military buildings near Darbal and
shelling farmland near Saida al-Hanout. Levant24 reported nearly 400 Israeli violations in southern Syria
in October. Locals and olive farmers were affected.

8. Kobani-Aleppo university merger and Kurdish-language curbs spark protests North-east and the Kurdish
question - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 3% of the discussion
Kurdish students in Hasakah and Rojava University protested the Education Ministry's limit on Kurdish-
language classes to three weekly periods and the planned merger of Kobani University with Aleppo
University. The PYD rejected the policy; Kobani University formed a joint committee with Aleppo to
process the merger.

9. Public anger over prolonged electricity cuts in Aleppo Economy and services - People: strongly negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
A segment reporting 19 hours without power in Aleppo sparked angry public comments blaming both the
former regime and the current authorities, with some mocking suggestions to install solar panels instead
and others defending the cuts as the 'price of freedom.' Separately, Ikhbariya reported complaints over
rising rationing hours in Maskaneh due to maintenance work.

10. Foreign Ministry appoints Muzna al-Atrash as Druze peace adviser Governance and the new state - People:
mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
Syria's Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani appointed media personality Muzna al-Atrash as adviser for
peace affairs, a role outlets say remains undefined. Coverage framed it as outreach toward the Druze
community following Suwayda tensions.

11. Landmine and war remnant blasts continue Killing children across Syria Security and violence - Outlets:
leaning negative - 1% of the discussion
A boy died in Daraa and a girl died in southern Idlib this week from landmine and unexploded ordnance
blasts, among several similar incidents reported by independent and Kurdish outlets. Mine-clearance
teams in Ras al-Ain cleared over 300 mines but risks remain widespread.

12. Calm returns to Hama's Sawaiq neighborhood after armed clash between two families Security and
violence - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
Calm returned to Hama's Sawaiq neighborhood after an armed clash between two families led to several
arrests, according to Syria TV and Enab Baladi. The incident briefly disrupted the area before security
forces intervened.

13. New 8am-4pm official work hours decree draws public unease Governance and the new state - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
The Presidency's General Secretariat announced new official work hours from 8am to 4pm starting next
month for administrative public bodies. State media framed it as modernization; Al Jazeera reported
mixed public reactions. Social media comments questioned whether longer hours mean better pay or just
more work.

14. Transitional justice court continues proceedings on former security officials Transitional justice - Outlets:
mostly neutral - 1% of the discussion
Syria's National Commission for Transitional Justice announced the arrest of former regime Major General
Muhammad Hassan al-Sharif over suspected war crimes. The Fourth Criminal Court specialized in
transitional justice held sessions in Damascus. A separate recovery center for victims of rights violations
was also highlighted.

I 3. What the media said 1 Contents

Homs refinery plot dominates as Gulf, China deals pile up

In short: The thwarted Hezbollah-linked plot against the Homs oil refinery drew by far the
widest international and Syrian coverage of the day, cited by dozens of outlets from Al
Jazeera to The National. Economic coverage was dominated by Gulf and Chinese
investment announcements, from road rehabilitation contracts to a Damascus forum with
Chinese firms. Governance coverage ranged from Syria's possible accession to the Mecca
Agreement to new scrutiny of women's inheritance rights and Kurdish-language education.

Security

The dominant security story was the announcement by Syria's General Intelligence Service
and Internal Security Forces that they foiled a plot to bomb the Homs oil refinery, arresting
two men described as members of a Hezbollah-affiliated cell, as reported by Syria TV, The
Syrian Observer and SANA, among many others including Al Jazeera, The National and
Asharq Al-Awsat. Hezbollah denied any link to the alleged plot, with Al Akhbar, a Lebanese
outlet close to Hezbollah, and Rudaw, affiliated with the Kurdish-led Kurdistan Regional
Government, both carrying the denial. Separately, Hawar News, affiliated with the Kurdish-
led administration, and ANHA reported 182 Israeli incursions into southern Syria in
October, leaving two dead and two wounded, while Syria TV and Shafag News described
continued incursions and a demolition of military buildings in Quneitra. Syria TV also
reported a landmine killed two girls in rural Deir Ezzor. North Press, an independent outlet,
reported the arrest of a former regime general accused of crimes, and Al-Watan Online and
Arab News covered Denmark's financial contribution to OPCW's chemical-weapons
verification missions in Syria.

Economy

Economic coverage centered on investment announcements: The Syria Report reported
Gulf firms secured $646 million in road rehabilitation contracts, while Al-Watan Online
cited Syria's transport minister announcing $870 million for roads and railways. SANA and
Al Jazeera covered discussions between Syria, Saudi Arabia and sixteen Chinese
companies on industrial and reconstruction investment, with Al-Modon noting a $500
million Chinese pledge for projects in Hasya. The Syria Report found investment
announcements in Deir-ez-Zor have made only limited progress on the ground. Syria TV,
state-run, reported US lawmakers including Senator Joe Wilson urging easing of
investment restrictions and removal from the E1 export list, warning delays push Syria
toward China. Enab Baladi, independent, and Arab News reported Lebanon completed gas
pipeline repairs to Syria. BBC Persian reported many Syrians say life has become harder
since Assad's fall, citing rising costs and unemployment despite reform talk, a tone echoed
partly by Al-Araby Al-Jadeed's cautious-optimism index.

Governance

Governance coverage included Al-Ahram Center's analysis of Syria's possible accession to
the Mecca Agreement, countered by Al-Modon's report that southern Syria is obstructing
that path. The Middle East Forum, a pro-Israel think tank, argued Syrian Kurds must look
beyond language rights, while Kurdpress reported a classroom boycott in Kurdish areas
protesting restrictions on Kurdish-language teaching, and Kurdpress separately argued
stability requires Kurdish participation. The Syria Report noted roughly 1,000 new civil
society organisations registered and 37 dissolved in 2025. NRC and Enab Baladi examined
legal and social obstacles depriving women of inheritance rights, while Enab Baladi
reported the UN urged Syria to reform its nationality law to let mothers pass citizenship to
children. Al-Modon reported Syrian journalists complain of difficulty accessing official
information, and Al-Araby Al-Jadeed cited an Arab Index survey finding 58% of Syrians
satisfied with government performance. Al-Modon and Enab Baladi reported Muzna al-
Atrash's appointment as peace affairs adviser.

How they compare

The gap between the media agenda and ordinary Syrians' concerns was stark. While the
media focused heavily on the Homs refinery plot, Syrians gave it only modest attention (up
to 3% of posts) and reacted with a mix of plausibility and skepticism rather than alarm. Far
more public attention went to topics the media barely touched: sectarian tension in
Suwayda between Sheikh al-Hijri's forces and state security (up to 11% of posts, strongly
negative), a football controversy over Al-Ittihad Aleppo's coach (up to 16%), and an
outpouring of devotion following President al-Sharaa's tour of Old Damascus (up to 10%,
strongly positive). Syrians also voiced sharp anger over a new 8am-4pm work-hours decree
seen as unfair given low wages, a concern absent from the day's economic coverage of
investment deals. Israeli incursions drew weary, angry public reaction similar in tone to the
media's security coverage, though with far less volume, and the Kurdish education dispute,
covered modestly by Kurdpress, also stirred local protest.

- Full page with sources
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Reports and articles drawn on (40)
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e The Syrian Observer: Syria Foils Plot Targeting Homs Refinery, Accuses Hezbollah
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e Al Jazeera: Syria says it foiled Hezbollah plot to target Homs oil refinery
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e The National: Syria foils 'Hezbollah-linked plot' to blow up oil refinery
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e Rudaw: Hezbollah denies involvement in Homs refinery incident
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* jou Baw: Shafaq News..New Israeli incursions reported in Daraa, Quneitra
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e Arab News: Denmark commits over $895,000 to disarm Syria’s chemical weapons program
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e The Syria Report: Major Investments in Deir-ez-Zor Make Limited Progress

e Enab Baladi: Lebanon Completes Repairs to Gas Link With Syria - Enab Baladi

e Arab News: Lebanon completes gas-pipeline repairs to support imports through Syria
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e Middle East Forum: Syrian Kurds Must Look Beyond Language Rights

o upa)St Classroom boycott in Kurdish-populated areas of Syria in protest against restrictions on Kurdish language teaching
o Lupd)St Without the participation of the Kurds, stability in Syria cannot be achieved

e The Syria Report: Some 1,000 Civil Society Organisations Registrations and 37 Dissolutions Recorded in 2025
e ReliefWeb: Women’s Inheritance Rights in Northwest and Northeast Syria | NRC
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e Enab Baladi: Muzna al-Atrash Named Syria’s Peace Affairs Adviser - Enab Baladi

Written automatically by an AI model from the titles and short summaries of the reports,
which are linked. It describes what the sources say, not what is true. From Syrian outlets
only investigations, in-depth reports, analysis and official statements are used, and
paywalled outlets are missing: this is not the whole picture.

Analysis generated automatically by an AI model from public posts. It describes what is
being said, not what is true. Individuals are never named, quoted or linked.
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