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I 1. The day at a glance t Contents

Divided Outlets focused heavily on the recovered Ilyushin aircraft from Libya, European
and US-French diplomatic engagement, and routine service and security stories, while a
fuel tanker fire on the Homs-Tartus road and the viral crackdown on 'low-quality content'
creators dominated public attention. Public reaction to the plane recovery was largely
celebratory mixed with mockery of the former regime, while the content-creator
crackdown split commenters between moral-order supporters and critics pointing to
economic hardship. Israeli incursions in Quneitra continued generating anger, and cost-of-
living complaints (fuel, electricity, gold prices) persisted alongside skepticism about
governance and corruption.
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The day in numbers

Leaning Mostly 19 3,650 5
negative neutral stories followed post analyses updates
People's tone Outlets' tone

Share of discussion by theme

International relations _ 18%
Society and daily life _ 7%
Israel and the south _ 5%
Governance and the new state _ 5%

Economy and services . 2%
Security and violence . 1%
North-east and the Kurdish question - 1%

Refugees and return . 1%

The day's stories

1. President al-Sharaa's COP31 Diplomacy in Antalya International relations - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning
positive - 15% of the discussion
President Ahmad al-Sharaa met Qatar's Emir, Turkish President Erdogan and Kurdistan Region President
Nechirvan Barzani on the sidelines of the COP31 climate summit in Antalya. Barzani pressed for
constitutional guarantees of Kurdish rights in Syria. State media highlighted warm exchanges, while many
Syrians online mocked the honorific 'His Excellency' used for al-Sharaa.

2. Public Campaign Against 'Low-Quality Content' Creators Governance and the new state - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 9% of the discussion
Authorities launched a campaign against social media creators producing what officials call 'low-quality
content', drawing a flood of supportive YouTube comments. Many commenters welcomed the move but
demanded similar crackdowns on corruption, fuel theft and price gouging instead of focusing solely on
online personalities.

3. Syria Recovers Ilyushin Aircraft Stranded in Libya Since Assad's Fall international relations - People: mostly
neutral - Outlets: leaning positive - 8% of the discussion
Syria's Defense and Foreign Ministries announced the recovery of an Ilyushin military transport aircraft
that had been stranded at Benina airport in Benghazi, Libya, since December 2024, days before Assad's
fall. Officials thanked Libyan authorities, including General Khalifa Haftar, for cooperation. Commenters
speculated the plane had ferried fleeing regime officers and looted equipment to Libya.

4. Crackdown on 'Low-Quality Content' Creators Sparks Debate Society and daily life - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 8% of the discussion
Authorities began detaining social media content creators accused of producing 'low-quality' or morally
objectionable content, as parliament's Awgaf Committee discussed a draft 'public morals' law. The move
triggered heated debate over free expression versus moral and economic priorities.

5. Syria's Deployment Near Yemen and Mecca Pact Speculation International relations - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: mostly neutral - 7% of the discussion
Reports say Syria is weighing membership in the Turkey-Saudi-Pakistan 'Mecca Pact' defense agreement,
with Syrian military advisers reportedly deployed to Saudi Arabia amid speculation about involvement in
the Yemen conflict. Analysts cited by North Press and Al Jazeera link the move to Syria's interests after its
president's Riyadh visit.

6. Israeli Shelling and Detentions Continue in Quneitra and Daraa Israel and the south - People: strongly negative -
Outlets: strongly negative - 7% of the discussion
Israeli forces shelled Breiga forest in rural Quneitra with heavy artillery and detained at least two young
men from Jabata al-Khashab during incursions on 12 November, setting up checkpoints near Ain al-
Bayda. The Syrian Observatory documented 117 Israeli strikes on Syria since early 2026. Local outlets
and OSINT trackers continue cataloguing near-daily incidents.

7. EU Weighs Broad Upgrade of Ties with Syria International relations - People: mostly neutral - Outlets: leaning positive -
6% of the discussion
The EU is considering a broad upgrade of ties with Syria, including security sector reform, investment and
reviving a 2008 association agreement, according to an internal document. A Syria Partnership
Coordination Forum is set to launch in Damascus on 17 November, co-chaired by Foreign Minister Asaad
al-Shaibani and EU Commissioner Dubravka Suica.

8. Fatal Bus Collision on Damascus Airport Road Society and daily life - People: leaning negative - Outlets: leaning
negative - 5% of the discussion
A passenger bus carrying airport employees collided with a car on Damascus International Airport Road,
killing at least one person and injuring 11 to 21 others according to different reports from Syrian Civil
Defence and ANHA. The crash renewed public criticism of road safety, lighting and traffic enforcement.

9. Kindergarten Teacher Abuse Video Sparks Outrage Society and daily life - People: strongly negative - Outlets:
strongly negative - 4% of the discussion
A video showing a kindergarten teacher in Damascus insulting and mistreating children went viral,
prompting widespread public anger. Commenters called for legal action against the teacher, broader
reform of teacher training, and some parents described similar fears about sending their own children to
school.

10. Defense Minister Meets US and French Military Delegations International relations - People: mostly neutral -
Outlets: leaning positive - 4% of the discussion
Defense Minister Maj. Gen. Murhaf Abu Qasra met a US military delegation led by Adm. Liam Hulin,
commander of Operation Inherent Resolve's task force, to discuss regional coordination. Separately,
French frigate Surcouf docked at Latakia, the first such visit, with Syrian naval commander Mohammad al-
Saud discussing military cooperation.

11. University Admission Results Spark Debate Over High Grade Cutoffs Society and daily life - People: leaning
negative - Outlets: leaning negative - 4% of the discussion
Unusually high university admission grade cutoffs, highlighted by a case referred to as 'Sirine', sparked
widespread debate and a technical glitch controversy on social media. Commenters criticized the
education system, with some mockingly linking the inflated grades to currency depreciation or the
Hormuz Strait closure.

12. Kurdish Rights, Women's Councils and Integration Concerns in the North-East North-east and the Kurdish
question - People: leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 3% of the discussion
An Afrin lawmaker said residents submitted urgent demands to President al-Sharaa on missing persons,
detainees, property rights and the new constitution. Separately, Syria Direct reported that women's
councils and the co-presidency system in the north-east have been dissolved amid integration with
Damascus, raising fears among Kurdish women of losing rights.

13. Lira Fluctuations, Wage Debates and Everyday Cost-of-Living Frustration Economy and services - People:
leaning negative - Outlets: mostly neutral - 3% of the discussion
The Syrian pound showed slight improvement against the dollar on November 12 after earlier declines,
while officials discussed raising minimum wages and new EU/Saudi investment deals. Public commentary
remained largely frustrated, citing high prices, weak salaries, fuel costs and corruption despite some
acknowledgment of improvements like electricity and infrastructure.

14. Anger Over Heating Fuel Costs and Fuel Rationing Economy and services - People: strongly negative - Outlets:
leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
With winter approaching, Daraa province announced a two-phase plan to distribute subsidized heating
fuel through ten stations, while residents in Hasakah countryside reported acute gas cylinder shortages
and rising heating costs. Protesters in Tal Tamr blocked the M4 highway over fuel prices.

15. Fatal Fuel Tanker Collision and Fire on Homs-Tartus Road Security and violence - People: strongly negative -
Outlets: leaning negative - 2% of the discussion
A collision between two fuel tankers near the Haythamiya descent on the Homs-Tartus road on 12
November sparked a fire, killing at least three people according to Civil Defence. The road was temporarily
closed and diverted via the old Dabbusiya route while crews extinguished the blaze.

16. Voluntary Return Convoys Continue from Hasakah Camps to Original Towns Refugees and return - Outlets:
leaning positive - 2% of the discussion
Hundreds of displaced families returned from Washokani and other camps in Hasakah countryside to Ras
al-Ain after roughly seven years, following mine clearance and transport provided by authorities. The
eighth voluntary return convoy moved 373 families; officials met UNHCR to discuss sustaining the
process.

17. Armed Clash Between Families in Alma, Daraa Recurs Security and violence - Outlets: leaning negative - 1% of the
discussion
A week-long armed clash between two families in Alma village, eastern Daraa countryside, recurred on 12
November, wounding six people including one critically. Security forces intervened to calm the situation
after earlier flare-ups left others injured.

18. Speculation Over Syria's Role in Yemen and the Mecca Pact International relations - Outlets: mostly neutral - 1%
of the discussion
Analysts and outlets discussed reports of Syrian forces being linked to the Yemen front and speculation
about Syria joining a '‘Mecca pact' with Saudi Arabia, framed as a deterrent against further Israeli
incursions in Quneitra and Daraa. A Syrian researcher said Syria's Yemen involvement is tied to internal
and regional interests.

19. Raqqa Protests Over Fuel Exports Amid Local Shortages Economy and services - People: leaning negative - Outlets:
mostly neutral - 0% of the discussion
Protesters in Ragqga set tires ablaze and blocked roads to prevent oil tankers from reaching Damascus and
Turkey, denouncing fuel exports while residents suffer diesel and heating fuel shortages locally.
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Golan Vote, SDF Integration and EU Overtures Dominate Coverage

In short: Coverage on November 12 centred on the UN General Assembly's vote affirming
Syrian sovereignty over Golan resources, continuing Israeli incursions in the south, and
deepening debate over SDF integration into state structures. Multiple outlets also tracked
the EU's exploration of a broader partnership with Syria, including investment and a
possible revival of the 2008 association agreement. Economic coverage ranged from fuel
adulteration investigations to continued talks with European financial institutions over
reconstruction financing.

Security

Syria TV and Enab Baladi reported continuing Israeli incursions, including three military
vehicles entering Wadi al-Rugad west of Daraa and the detention of a young man in
Quneitra, with Arab News and Anadolu Ajansi (Turkish state-run) also covering the shelling
and abductions in rural Quneitra. The Syrian Observer examined whether an Eisenkot-led
push for a security agreement with Damascus represents new terms or continuity with
Netanyahu's approach, while Israeli Defence Minister Katz said, per Hawar News (affiliated
with the Kurdish-led administration) and L'Orient Today, that opposition approval is not
needed to carry out operations in Gaza, Lebanon and Syria. The Middle East Institute
analysed progress, obstacles and security risks in SDF integration, a theme also explored
by the Turkish ORSAM think tank, which traced the shift from military integration to state-
building. SANA reported Syrian forces dismantled an ISIS cell and arrested four members,
and separately that French and Syrian naval officials met aboard the French frigate Surcouf
in Latakia, a visit also covered by Anadolu Ajansi and The Jerusalem Post as historic. The
Syrian Network for Human Rights argued that attributing a chemical weapons attack does
not by itself establish individual criminal responsibility, while SANA and Arab News noted
Syria's mine-clearance progress, with Arab News citing 14 deaths from explosive remnants
since October 14.

Economy

SANA reported that Syria's Finance Ministry discussed recovery priorities with the Islamic
Development Bank and that a deputy foreign minister met the European Investment Bank
in its first visit in over 15 years to discuss project financing, while The National and Asharq
Al-Awsat English reported the EU seeking to expand investment ties through a Damascus
forum. Syria TV published an investigation into gasoline adulteration with methanol and
dye sold in Syrian markets, and separately reported that 90% of Damascus's internal
transport fleet is out of service. Enab Baladi reported the telecommunications ministry
denying Zain withdrew from a mobile operator licence, and also reported deepening price
gaps in Hasakah markets tied to rejection of the old currency. Al-Watan Online examined a
gap between Syria's clean energy potential and public access, and separately reported
climate change and water crisis threats to the economy. SANA additionally reported Syria
seeking climate funding at COP31 and discussing $670 million in road and rail upgrades
with the European Investment Bank.

Governance

North Press (affiliated with the Kurdish-led administration) and Al-Watan Online reported
the EU is considering expanding relations with Syria and reviving its association agreement,
a theme echoed by Asharqg Al-Awsat English which flagged EU concern over Russia's role.
Al-Watan Online and Al-Araby Al-Jadeed reported the UN General Assembly adopted with
151 votes a resolution affirming Syrians' permanent sovereignty over resources in the
occupied Golan, also covered by Syria TV and North Press. Syria Direct examined fears
among Kurdish women in north-east Syria of losing political representation gained under
the Autonomous Administration as integration proceeds, while Hawar News reported
students in Kirké Legé and Rimélan continuing protests for Kurdish-language education
rights, and North Press reported a People's Assembly member from Afrin raising urgent
demands with President al-Sharaa. Human Rights Watch urged the EU to tie relations with
Syria to human rights benchmarks, while the Qatar-funded Al Jazeera Centre for Studies
analysed security, sovereignty and economic challenges two years after the new Syria's
founding. Enab Baladi reported Syria's Transitional Justice body outlining challenges in its
work and stressing media's role, and separately reported a Dutch court ordering
reassessment of Syria's security situation. Al Majalla reported a controversy over school
textbooks deepening public distrust in government.

How they compare

Ordinary Syrians' top concern, al-Sharaa's attendance at COP31 in Antalya, drew sharply
divided reactions (pride from pro-government and Turkish voices, Kurdish focus on
constitutional rights demands, and mockery from others), a split the media's climate
coverage, focused on funding and diplomacy, did not capture. People also showed strong
engagement with the campaign against 'low-quality content' creators, split between moral
approval and demands the state prioritize corruption and cost-of-living issues, a domestic
social debate largely absent from the media sample. The Ilyushin aircraft recovery from
Libya, covered factually by SANA, North Press and Al-Araby Al-Jadeed, was discussed by
Syrians with more ambivalence, mixing celebration with suspicion it had aided fleeing
regime figures. Syrians also reacted with anger and skepticism to the EU ties story and with
notable alarm to Israeli shelling near al-Mantara dam and detentions, both of which align
with media coverage but carried far angrier public tone than the diplomatic framing in the
reports. Unlike the media, Syrians discussed a fatal bus collision on the Damascus airport
road and a viral kindergarten teacher abuse video, both drawing strong emotional reactions
with no counterpart in the day's media sample.

- Full page with sources
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Reports and articles drawn on (13)

o Al-Watan Online: Jisall cgzdl § gl dadlll aluend! 355, T8 Gui5 8amwiall @all ...liguo 151 duulély

o Syria TV:leys ¢ 3181 solg § &y Kene wll oily Jegiy JWis¥l

e Enab Baladi: Israel Arrests Young Man as Quneitra Incursions Continue - Enab Baladi

e North Press: North press agency — &S|l 4,863l cli>lg bygew go w5l8Me Ruwgi Gujdy QQJQQI N ESN|

e Middle East Institute: Syria’s SDF Integration: Progress, Obstacles, and Security Risks

e ORSAM: SDG Entegrasyon Siirecinde Son Durum: Askeri Entegrasyondan Devlet insasina - ORSAM
e Ll.: Syrian authorities dismantle ISIS cell, arrest four members

e Anadolu Ajansi: French frigate docks at Syria’s Latakia port to discuss maritime cooperation

e Syria Direct: The price of integration: Are Kurdish women losing their hard-won rights in Syria?

o Hawar News: 4,551 delb uleidl 3 lig= Slyicdl G Wl lxiz] Jolgivw :oliayg I &54.&]9

e North Press: North press agency — dl=eiuas cillbs o9 &xidl Gl J] lolied; Cllhe dlia iopjbe o cinddl Gula dgiie
e Human Rights Watch: HRW Letter: Tie EU's Relations with Syria to Key Human Rights Benchmarks

|«

o Enab Baladi: "ol yeud olelm il . Joiall dosy g ") gzl Gai "oillon

Written automatically by an AT model from the titles and short summaries of the reports,
which are linked. It describes what the sources say, not what is true. From Syrian outlets
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