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I 1. What people said

The week's discussion was dominated by international relations and economic news,
together accounting for half of all tracked discussion. State media coverage was
overwhelmingly positive, among the most upbeat of the week, driven by a wave of stories
on diplomatic normalization: talks with the US, World Bank, France, Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
and others, the IAEA's closure of Syria's 15-year nuclear non-compliance file, and
reconstruction deals worth billions of dollars presented at exhibitions like IMAR 2026.
Economic stories similarly leaned upbeat, citing electricity capacity increases and water
service restoration.

Public sentiment moved in the opposite direction, turning fairly negative for the week with
no prior week for comparison. The starkest gap between official framing and public
reaction came in security and governance themes, where people's tone turned notably
more negative amid repeated ammunition depot explosions in Deir Ezzor, Aleppo, and
Daraa that killed soldiers and drew public grief, frustration, and, in some posts, unverified
claims of external sabotage. A separate explosion at a Deir Ezzor army site saw public
casualty claims exceeding official figures, a discrepancy that fueled distrust.

Israel and the south saw a sharp drop in relative attention but retained one of the most
negative tones across the week among both people and outlets, tied to reports of shelling
in Quneitra and Damascus countryside and the burning of a hospital in southern Lebanon.
Suwayda and the Druze and coastal Alawite communities remained small in volume but
carried some of the most negative tones recorded of the whole week, though these rest on
few posts and should be read cautiously.

Transitional justice stories, including the abolition of the Terrorism Court and arrests of
former regime military and intelligence officials, drew comparatively muted but slightly
positive public reaction, suggesting some public appetite for accountability measures even
amid broader unease. A cultural moment, singer Assala Nasri's return to a Damascus stage
after 15-16 years, was framed by outlets as a healing symbol, among the most glowing
framings of the week, but drew skepticism from at least one commenter who contrasted
the celebration with neglected regions.

Overall, the week illustrates a widening gap between an optimistic, diplomacy- and
investment-focused state narrative and a public mood shadowed by recurring security
incidents, contested casualty figures, and skepticism about whether governance and
economic gains are being felt evenly across regions.

The week's stories

¢ Syria's Expanding Diplomatic and Investment Engagement: The most-discussed story of the week,
capturing the dominant state media narrative of reconstruction, investment and diplomatic normalization
across 11 updates.

¢ Repeated Ammunition Depot Explosions and Soldier Deaths: Drove the week's steepest negative public
reaction, the angriest reactions of the week, and raised unverified sabotage claims, marking a stark contrast
to the optimistic official narrative.

e IAEA Closes 15-Year Nuclear Non-Compliance File: A significant symbolic milestone in Syria's international
rehabilitation, framed by outlets as historic, one of the most upbeat framings of the week.

¢ Israeli Occupation Forces Military Operations: Reflects continued friction in the south, part of a theme
carrying the most negative outlet tone of the week despite reduced volume.

e Abolition of Terrorism Court and Legal Reform: A notable governance and justice reform welcomed by rights
groups, signaling institutional change beyond diplomatic messaging.

¢ Arrest of Former Republican Guard Commander Ahmad Ismail: A high-profile accountability case tied to
attacks on Aleppo, Daraa and Eastern Ghouta, generating a rare mildly upbeat public tone around transitional
justice.

Themes this week

Theme Share of discussion People Outlets Stories
International relations G 309 (-3 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 51
Economy and services G 20% (+3 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 51
Society and daily life - 12% (+1 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 58
Security and violence o 6% (+3 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 30
Governance and the new state e 5% (+5 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 27
Transitional justice e 5% (+0 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 22
Israel and the south e 4% (-11 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 12
Other o 3% (+3 pts) Leaning positive Mostly neutral 7
Suwayda and the Druze I 2% (+2 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 11
Refugees and return I 1% (+1 pts) - Strongly positive 3
Coast and Alawite communities | 1% (+1 pts) Strongly negative - 6
North-east and the Kurdish question | 0% (+0 pts) Mostly neutral - 5
Tone by day

People Outlets Posts analysed
14 September 2026 - Strongly positive 65
15 September 2026 Leaning negative Leaning positive 156
16 September 2026 Leaning negative Strongly positive 159
17 September 2026 Strongly negative Strongly positive 156
18 September 2026 Leaning negative Leaning positive 173
19 September 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 211
20 September 2026 Leaning negative Leaning positive 188
Each update analyses a sample of up to 800 posts from the previous 24 hours, so one post
can be counted in several updates. Compare days with each other rather than reading the
figures as numbers of posts.
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I 2. What to watch

In what people say

e Whether repeated ammunition depot explosions continue and whether official explanations narrow the gap

with public casualty claims and sabotage suspicions.

e How far the diplomatic and investment momentum (US, World Bank, IAEA, Gulf and European partners)

translates into visible economic outcomes that could shift public tone.

¢ Whether transitional justice arrests expand and whether the Syrian Network for Human Rights' calls for

follow-up on the Terrorism Court's past rulings are addressed.

e Whether tensions in Suwayda, the coast, and the Israeli-contested south, all carrying strongly negative tones

on limited volume, escalate or draw wider attention.

I 3. Sources and method

Written automatically by an AI model from the week's public posts. It describes what was

said, not what is true.

Follow us The daily report every morning, and the stories Syrians are talking about, in

your feed.
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