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1. What people said

The week centered on President al-Sharaa's appearance at the UN General Assembly,

where he met a string of world leaders and addressed Gaza, the Golan, and Syria's 1974

disengagement line. Public tone rose sharply from the prior week's deeply negative mood

to something only mildly negative, tracking closely with the UNGA days (Sept 23-24, when

people's tone briefly turned positive), before slipping back down as attention returned to

domestic security stories and southern incursions.

Coverage and public reaction diverged clearly: outlets framed the diplomatic outreach in

strongly positive terms, some stories among the most upbeat of the week, presenting it as

evidence of Syria's international rehabilitation. Ordinary commenters were far more split,

many voiced pride, but a substantial share accused al-Sharaa of normalizing with Israel,

softening on Palestinian resistance, or risking the Golan, with sectarian undertones

surfacing in several threads.

Security stories pulled the week's mood down at the edges: the ammunition depot

explosions drew some of the angriest reactions of the week, with unverified claims of

sabotage and casualty figures circulating without confirmation, while a viral video of an

elderly woman being robbed sparked calls for corporal punishment. Israeli military activity

in Daraa and Quneitra kept southern tensions elevated all week, contributing to a

noticeable rise in the Israel/south theme's share of coverage.

Society and daily life offered the week's brightest notes, the female police academy

graduation, religious and cultural celebrations, motorcycle noise enforcement, and a Syrian

MMA fighter's world ranking all drew some of the most positive reactions of the week,

showing genuine public warmth around identity and everyday governance wins even as

diplomatic and security narratives stayed contentious.

Kurdish-language outlets continued to raise concerns about the 'Arab Belt' project and

cultural rights largely unanswered by Arab-language coverage, while Suwayda and

transitional justice stories, though small in share, carried some of the week's most negative

tones, reflecting unresolved grievances that rarely surface in mainstream coverage.

The week's stories

Presidential diplomacy and UN General Assembly participation: Defined the week's news cycle, with

outlets framing it as international rehabilitation while public reaction split sharply over normalization fears.

Netanyahu's Golan Claims and Syrian Counter-Rhetoric: The most-discussed story of the week, exposing

deep public anxiety over sovereignty and suspicion of secret negotiations.

Ammunition depot explosions: negligence, sabotage, and military readiness concerns: Generated the

week's most intense public anger, with unverified sabotage claims spreading widely.

First Female Police Academy Graduation: A rare unifying positive story drawing praise from Syrian and

regional Arab audiences alike.

Israeli Military Incursions in Golan and Daraa: Sustained southern tensions throughout the week, feeding

into broader sovereignty anxieties tied to the UN speech.

Land Confiscation and Property Rights Disputes in Rural Damascus: Highlighted deep distrust between

residents and authorities over reconstruction projects, a friction point likely to persist.

Themes this week

Theme Share of discussion People Outlets Stories

Security and violence 13% (+6 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 26

International relations 12% (-17 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 30

Society and daily life 11% (-1 pts) Leaning positive Leaning positive 56

Israel and the south 11% (+7 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 25

Economy and services 10% (-11 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 66

Governance and the new state 4% (-2 pts) Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 23

North-east and the Kurdish question 2% (+1 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 17

Transitional justice 1% (-4 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 14

Refugees and return 1% (+0 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 11

Suwayda and the Druze 0% (-2 pts) Strongly negative Leaning negative 8

Other 0% (-3 pts) Leaning positive – 1

Tone by day

People Outlets Posts analysed

21 September 2026 Strongly negative Leaning positive 637

22 September 2026 Leaning negative Leaning positive 454

23 September 2026 Mostly neutral Leaning positive 1,849

24 September 2026 Mostly neutral Leaning positive 1,532

25 September 2026 Mostly neutral Leaning positive 1,530

26 September 2026 Leaning negative Leaning positive 1,854

27 September 2026 Mostly neutral Leaning positive 1,544

Each update analyses a sample of up to 800 posts from the previous 24 hours, so one post

can be counted in several updates. Compare days with each other rather than reading the

figures as numbers of posts.
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2. What to watch

In what people say

Whether diplomatic gains from the UN visit translate into concrete economic or political outcomes, or

whether normalization accusations continue to dominate public reaction.

Continued Israeli military activity in Daraa and Quneitra, and whether it escalates tensions around the Golan

rhetoric exchange.

Public response to the ammunition depot explosions story, particularly whether official explanations are

offered or suspicion of sabotage persists.

Land confiscation disputes in rural Damascus, which could grow if residents' grievances remain unaddressed

by officials or the company involved.
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3. Sources and method

Written automatically by an AI model from the week's public posts. It describes what was

said, not what is true.
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