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1. What people said

Public tone fell sharply this week, moving from mildly negative to notably more negative,

while outlet tone stayed roughly flat near neutral, a widening gap that suggests ordinary

commenters are reading the same events far more darkly than the outlets covering them.

The clearest driver was the Israel and south theme, where people's tone and outlets' tone

both collapsed together into strongly negative territory, tracking expanded excavation on

the 'Sufa 53' line near Quneitra, incursions into villages near schools, and shelling in

western Daraa. Commenters repeatedly asked where the Syrian army and state were as

Israel dug into Syrian territory, with some discussion of whether armed resistance in the

south would be justified.

A second major current was economic: cost-of-living anger, fuel and wage complaints, the

Jbessa pipeline sabotage and repair, and a separate Deir al-Zor pipeline explosion kept the

economy and services theme large and strongly negative for the public even as outlets

stayed closer to neutral. Corruption narratives ran throughout, the Petroleum Company

probe, an official's 'herd' remark controversy, and the Qudsaya land expropriation dispute,

with commenters consistently rejecting official explanations and apologies as insufficient.

The coast and Alawite theme was small in volume but had the angriest reactions of the

week: a deadly bus attack near Homs killing seven workers drove people's tone and

outlets' tone both deep into negative territory, with grief, sectarian framing in diaspora

posts, and renewed calls for independent investigation from the Autonomous

Administration's affiliated council. North-east and Kurdish stories grew in share as

Hasakah protests over integration and sovereignty, Kurdish-language education

restrictions, and TEV-DEM's dismissal of a demonstration as 'racist' kept tensions visible,

with Kurdish-language and English commenters notably more skeptical of Damascus's

integration claims than Arabic-speaking audiences.

Amid the gloom, a few bright spots stood out: warm cross-border sentiment around the

Syria-Jordan friendly match, and markedly positive devotional reaction to religious revival

scenes at the Umayyad Mosque and a Deir ez-Zor prayer garden, though the latter rests on

a single update. International relations lost share and softened in tone, with the EU's Kallas

visit meeting skepticism, a US arms-export rule change prompting mostly analytical rather

than emotional discussion, and an unverified report of secret Syria-Hezbollah talks denied

by Damascus and Ankara.

The week's stories

Israeli Sufa 53 Excavation Expands in Quneitra Amid Incursions and Shelling: Drove the week's sharpest

negative tone among both people and outlets, reflecting deep anger over perceived state helplessness.

Deadly Bus Attack Near Homs Targets Alawite Workers: A rare, severe sectarian-tinged attack that

produced the week's most negative tone and widespread grief.

Cost-of-Living, Fuel Prices, and Austerity Anger Continue: One of the week's most-discussed stories,

anchoring persistent public anger over corruption and daily hardship.

Kurdish Language Rights, Education, and Integration Tensions Continue: The most-discussed story of the

week, highlighting deep divergence between Kurdish-language/English and Arabic framings of integration.

Backlash Continues Over Official's 'Herd' Remark and Petroleum Corruption Probe: Symbolized broader

public distrust of officials, producing one of the most negative people-tone scores of the week.

Protests and Tensions Over Integration and State Sovereignty in Hasakah: Captures rising north-east

tensions and fears of ethnic conflict flagged as a risk to watch.

Themes this week

Theme Share of discussion People Outlets Stories

International relations 7% (-6 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 23

Economy and services 7% (-3 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 26

North-east and the Kurdish question 6% (+4 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 14

Society and daily life 5% (-6 pts) Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 11

Security and violence 5% (-8 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 20

Israel and the south 4% (-6 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 10

Governance and the new state 4% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 12

Coast and Alawite communities 1% (+1 pts) Strongly negative Leaning negative 5

Transitional justice 1% (+0 pts) Leaning positive Leaning positive 8

Refugees and return 1% (+0 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 6

Suwayda and the Druze 0% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 4

Tone by day

People Outlets Posts analysed

28 September 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,854

29 September 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,039

30 September 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,878

1 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 1,626

2 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 1,628

3 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,026

4 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,065

Each update analyses a sample of up to 800 posts from the previous 24 hours, so one post

can be counted in several updates. Compare days with each other rather than reading the

figures as numbers of posts.
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2. What to watch

In what people say

Whether Israeli activity near Quneitra and Daraa continues to expand, and whether talk of local armed

resistance in the south gains traction.

How Hasakah/north-east tensions over sovereignty and Kurdish-language education evolve, given the sharp

Kurdish-Arabic framing gap.

Follow-up on the Homs bus attack investigation and whether sectarian framing in diaspora channels

intensifies.

Whether economic strain (fuel, wages, pipeline sabotage) produces further localized protests, given

consistently negative public tone on this theme.
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3. Sources and method

Written automatically by an AI model from the week's public posts. It describes what was

said, not what is true.
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