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1. What people said

The week's discussion was dominated by two intertwined currents of anguish: continued

Israeli incursions into Quneitra and Daraa, and a worsening economic picture as the Syrian

pound slid past 140 to the dollar. Israel-south stories drew the most sustained attention

across all 30 updates, with people's tone among the angriest of the week, reflecting anger

and a sense of helplessness over the UN's report of 280 incursions in a single month and

49 Syrians held. The economy theme, while a smaller share of volume, carried the weakest

public mood of the week, as contaminated fuel, currency chaos and perceived official

indifference fed widespread mockery and despair.

North-east and Kurdish-related stories grew in share and carried some of the sharpest

language divides of the week. Arabic-language commenters in Hasakah generally favored

integration with Damascus and viewed Saddam-era posters as provocative, while Kurdish-

language commenters expressed deep distrust of both Damascus and SDF leadership,

several invoking fears of assimilation and Turkish interference. A currency-exchange

deadline confusion in Hasakah, amplified by a money-transfer company's conflicting

claims, triggered a dollar-rate spike and showed low-level signs of coordinated posting

(burst patterns) worth watching rather than concluding.

International relations rose sharply in share, driven by unconfirmed reports of Syrian troop

deployment to Yemen (which officials denied) and the Houthi attack on Riyadh's airport

that killed Syrians among the dead, drawing grief and regional solidarity. Diplomatic

contacts, Sharaa's outreach to Saudi Arabia and the UAE, and the foreign minister's talks

with US and Turkish officials, were covered far more warmly by outlets, ranging from mildly

upbeat to fairly positive, than by the public, who remained skeptical of Syria's

independence in these dealings.

A lighter, more hopeful thread ran through society and economy stories: the reopening of

Aleppo's Great Umayyad Mosque after 13 years drew pride (fairly positive among people,

clearly upbeat among outlets), even as some English-language comments raised sectarian

blame questions. Investment announcements (Eagle Hills, Syrian Airlines rebrand, tech-

sector diplomacy with Meta and Microsoft) produced cautious optimism, though

consistently tempered by skepticism that benefits will reach ordinary citizens amid the

currency crisis. The relocation of the Saladin statue in Damascus split opinion sharply,

spawning conspiracy theories linking it to Turkish, Kurdish or Israeli influence.

Overall tone stayed flat week-on-week for the public, staying clearly negative, while outlets

held near neutral, masking a growing gap between official framing of 'progress' stories

(security arrests, diplomacy, mosque reopening) and public anger over daily economic

hardship and foreign incursions. The sharpest single-day dip came October 11, markedly

more negative than the days around it, coinciding with a surge in volume and renewed

Saladin statue controversy.

The week's stories

Israeli Incursions and Detentions Continue in Southern Syria: The most persistently discussed story of the

week, with the public's most negative tone, reflecting sustained anger over repeated incursions and

detentions.

Currency Collapse, Fuel Quality Crisis and Fiscal Confusion: Captured the week's deepest public despair,

with widespread mockery of officials amid worsening living conditions.

Arab-Kurdish Tensions and Old-Currency Confusion in Hasakah: Exposed sharp ethnic-language divides

and included low-level coordination signals around a currency-deadline rumor worth monitoring.

Reopening of Aleppo's Great Umayyad Mosque After Years of Closure: A rare moment of shared pride

across outlets and public, though it also surfaced underlying sectarian tensions in some comments.

Houthi Attacks on Saudi Airports Kill 12-19, Including Syrians: Brought grief and regional solidarity while

raising wider concern about Yemen's conflict spilling into Syrian discourse.

Removal of Saladin Statue in Damascus Sparks Controversy: Despite low volume, it triggered strong

conspiracy framing and anger, illustrating how symbolic acts can rapidly polarize discourse.

Themes this week

Theme Share of discussion People Outlets Stories

International relations 11% (+4 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 20

Israel and the south 9% (+5 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 8

North-east and the Kurdish question 8% (+2 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 11

Society and daily life 6% (+1 pts) Leaning positive Leaning positive 12

Economy and services 6% (-1 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 27

Security and violence 2% (-2 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 20

Governance and the new state 2% (-2 pts) Mostly neutral Leaning positive 10

Transitional justice 1% (+0 pts) Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 10

Coast and Alawite communities 0% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Mostly neutral 5

Suwayda and the Druze 0% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 5

Refugees and return 0% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Leaning positive 3

Other 0% (+0 pts) Leaning negative Leaning negative 2

Tone by day

People Outlets Posts analysed

5 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 1,651

6 October 2026 Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 1,630

7 October 2026 Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 1,630

8 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 1,633

9 October 2026 Mostly neutral Mostly neutral 1,630

10 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,032

11 October 2026 Leaning negative Mostly neutral 2,881

Each update analyses a sample of up to 800 posts from the previous 24 hours, so one post

can be counted in several updates. Compare days with each other rather than reading the

figures as numbers of posts.
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2. What to watch

In what people say

Whether Israeli incursions into Quneitra and Daraa continue at the reported pace, and how the UN's

detention and incursion figures evolve.

How the Hasakah currency-deadline confusion and Arab-Kurdish tensions develop, including whether the

low-level coordination signals around posting patterns recur or intensify.

Whether the Syrian pound's slide past 140 and the fuel-quality scandal prompt any concrete government

response, given mounting public anger.

Whether reports of a Syrian deployment to Yemen are confirmed or further denied, and how that affects

public trust in official statements.

↑ Contents

3. Sources and method

Written automatically by an AI model from the week's public posts. It describes what was

said, not what is true.
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